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Dear Mr. Frey:

I have enclosed, on behalfof Entergy Louisiana, LLC (“ELL” or the “Company”), the original and

three copies of the Company’s Application for Exemption and/or Certification of the West Bank 230kV

Transmission Project in Accordance with Louisiana Public Service Commission General Order Dated

October 10, 2013. The Application is supported by the Direct Testimony and Exhibits of Phillip R. May,
Laura K. Beauchamp, Daniel Kline, Bradley D. Skok, Catherine R. Ward, and Ryan D. Jones. Please retain

the original and two copies for your filesand return a date-stamped copy to our courier.

I have also enclosed five copies of the ConfidentialVersion of the referenced filing,which is being
provided under seal pursuant to the provisions ofthe LPSC General Order dated August 31, 1992, and Rules

12.1 and 26 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure. The confidential materials included in

the filing consist of competitively sensitive market information or sensitive infrastructure information, the

disclosure ofwhich may create an artificial target for suppliers/vendors or create physical securityrisks. For

this reason, this material is confidential and commercially sensitive. The disclosure of the information

contained herein would subject not only the Company, but also its customers, to a substantial risk of harm.

Accordingly, it is critical that this information remain confidential.

Please retain the appropriately marked ConfidentialVersion for your filesand return a date-stamped
copy to our courier. Additional copies of the Confidential Version of this filing will be provided to

appropriate representatives of the LPSC Staff and made available to other interested parties once a suitable

ConfidentialityAgreement has been executed.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call me. Thank you for your courtesy and

assistance with this matter.

Sincerely,

%«%1.....,
Matthew T. Brown
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APPLICATION OF ENTERGY LOUISIANA, ‘LLC

.» FOR EXEMPTIONAND/OR CERTIFICATION OFTHE

WEST" BANK 230k_V TRANSMISSION PROJECT IN ACCORDANCE

WITH LOUISIANA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
' ‘

. GENERAL ORDER DATED OCTOBER 10, 2013

- Entergy Louisiana, LLC (“ELL” or the “Company”) respectfully submits this

Application seeking, consistent with the Commission’s Transmission Siting Order,‘ an

exemption from certification by the Louisiana Public Service Commission (the “Commission”

or “LPSC”) with respect to the construction of the portfolio of transmission projects required

>

to add'(l') a new 500/230kV”'S'ubstation (“Commodore Substation”) on the West_Bank of the
V

Mississippi‘ River (“West Bank”) in ELL’s Amite South Planning Region (“Amite »South”)2 in

Iberville Parish, Louisiana and (2) approximately 60 miles of new 230kV transmission line to

connect the: existing Waterford_ Substation to the new Commodore Substation (the “West Bank

230kV Project” or the “Project”), on» the basis that the Project is being undertaken by the

Company for the primary purpose of accommodating electric service to two new industrial

block loads to be located on the West -Bank, one associated with the expansion of existing

customer facilities and the other associated with a new industrial plant (together, the “New

230kV Block Loads”).

Alternatively, in the event the Commission determines that the West Bank 230kV

Project or‘ any part of the Project does not qualify for an exemption under the Transmission

’ See General Order (October 10, 2013), In re: Determination as to Whether the Commission Should Issue

a General Order./lsserting Jurisdiction Over the Certification of Utility Transmission Projects and the

Determination of Whether Those Projects Are in the Public Interest (“Transmission- Siting Order”), Docket No.

R-26018, Id. at Section VIll(6).

2 The Amite South planning region is generally described as the area extending east from the Baton Rouge

metropolitan area to the Mississippi state line and extending south from the Amite Substation to the Gulf of

Mexico.
.
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Siting ‘Order, the Company requests certification by the Commission, under the Transmission

Siting Order, 'that the ‘public convenience and necessity would be served, by thecompletion and

: siting the'I_’roj_ect,

‘

_

«The Company’s Application, including its supporting testimony and exhibits, provides

(,l) the information required to supportithe application of the exemption established at Section

VIII(6) of the Transmission Siting Order or, alternatively, (2) the information required

pursuant to_Section V of the Transmission Siting Order for timely certification that the public

_

convenience, and necessity will be served by the completion and siting of the Project. ‘In.

addition, to the requested finding of an exemption and/‘or certification, the Company

respectfully requests a finding that the actual retail revenue requirement associated with the

prudentlyirjicurred costs of the West Bank 230l<V Project is deemed eligible for recovery by

' the Company through the appropriate recovery mechanism at the time that the components

of the ‘West Bank 230kV Project are placed in service, and the development of a schedule and

procedures to permit this Application to be considered on a timely basis. The Company shows

as follows:

I. lNTRODUCTION

‘ELL is a limited liability company duly authorized and ‘qualified to do business in

the State‘ of Louisiana, created and organized for the purposes, ‘among others,‘ of

_rnanufacturing,_ generating, transmitting, distributing, and selling electricity for power,

lighting, heating, and other such uses.

The. portfolio of transmission projects that comprise the West Bank 23'0kV Project,

which is currently estimated‘ to cost $498.8 million, will provide the injection of a new 230

kilovoit ,(“kV”) transmiss‘io_n line into the Amite South region, for which the Company has load
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additionsof 5,000 megawatts (“MW”) under study by Entergy Services, LLC’s (“ES'L”)3 for

the commencement of service between 2023 and 2030. As discussed by Company witnesses

Phillip R. May and Laura K. Beauchamp, this filing is a critical step in seizing a generational

opportunity for economic resurgence currently presented for the State of Louisiana, the Amite

South planning region that the Company serves, and the Commission. This opportunity arises

from the burgeoning needs of businesses and industries who already call Louisiana home or

seek to do so. The Amite South region is undergoing substantial industrial growth and is poised

for even greater economic expansion if the Company, with the Commission’s oversight and

support, provides the transmission capacity and resources necessary to accommodate the

electrical needs. of the various companies seeking to locate or expand their facilities in the

region.

The West l3‘ank 230kV Project is part of a multi—phased initiative by the Company to

ensure it has adequate transmission and generation capacity to accommodate these new bulk

'

loads in a timely and efficient manner. In a series offilings before the Commission, including

this Application, -the Company seeks the Commission’s approval to move forward with (or

provides the Commission with notice of) a necessary and comprehensive portfolio of

transmission projects in Amite South (the “Amite South Transmission Project” or “ASTP”)

required to accommodate the significant load growth presented by this generational

3 ESL is the service company affiliate of the Entergy Operating Companies (“EOCs") that provides
engineering, planning, accounting, technical, regulatory, and other administrative support services to each of the

EOCs. The EOCs include ELL;_ Entergy Mississippi, LLC (“EML"); Entergy Arkansas, LLC (“EAL”); Entergy
New Orleans, LLC (“ENO”); and Entergy Texas, Inc. (“ETI”).
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opportunity.“ Each of‘ the Company.’s transmission projects being presented to the

'

Commission‘i'n this "series of filings has been approved by the Midcontinent Independent

System Operator, Inc. (“MISO”).

importantly, the.window of time in which to act is limited. Businesses and industries

presently pursuing-new locations or expansions in the Amite South region have the option to

expand or locate their businesses — and the jobs and other community benefits that come with

them — elsewhere. The Company and the Commission must act now to secure the benefits

offered by" this opportunity. Those benefitswill be transformative for the economy ofLouisiana

and the lives of its citizens and difficult to overstate. The industrial load growth thatcomes

with the economic expansioniin the Amite South region will be responsible for the creation of

good-paying jobs for Louisiana residents and revenues for local governments and our

communities \��p��p��  s��\��p��p�� all of which increase the quality of life for Louisiana citizens. Recognized

Louisiana economist, Dr. Loren Scott, has concluded that the positive economic impact of the

new and expanding industries associated with the industrial growth in Amite South will be

immense to both the region and the State of Louisiana, including an estimated:

0 8,356 newjobs annually;

0 $29.8 billion in new sales, at businesses in the River Region; and

“ The ASTP includes transmission projects on the West Bank and East Bank of the Mississippi ‘River in

Amite South, with the largest growth projected to occur on the West Bank given the availability of land ready for

development. Summarizing the major pans, the West Bank projects include the West Bank 230kV Project
(providing a new ‘substation and new 60-mile 230kV transmission line) and the West Bank '500kV Project
(providing a new 88-mile 500kV line). The East Bank projects include a new substation (the Audubon Substation)
and new 21-mile 230kV transmission line (Willow Glen-Conway-Audubon). In addition to its Company-wide
transmission construction plan (of which the ASTP is a vital part), ELL will also be moving forward with other

strategic projects. that include its generation portfolio expansion and grid resilience plan, all of which will be

needed to accommodate the industrial growth that results from this generational opportunity.
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"0
. $1.1 billionlin new revenues to local government.5

The areas. in "which this growth would occur include areas that have historically struggled with

high levels of poverty and the accompanying challenges. The jobs and revenues to local

businesses and govemmentsthat would flow from these investments present an historic

. opportunity to reduce that poverty, to provide needed revenues to invest in roads, schools, and

other infrastructure, and to improve the lives of the Louisianans who live and work in these

areas.

The Commission can enable this growth opportunity by establishing a regulatory

environment in Louisiana that leverages the Amite South region"s inherent advantages, such

as the Mississippi River and deepwater .port access, and that clears the way for the Company

to develop the infrastructure n_eeded for these businesses to follow through on their plans to

select southeast Louisiana as the location for their monumental investments, thereby unlocking

the sizable benefits discussed in the report by Dr. Scott.

Appropriate governmental entities within Louisiana, including the State’s executive

branch, are -taking proactive steps to position Louisiana for economic growth. As the

regulatory body overseeing the development of the State’s electrical infrastructure, the LPSC

plays a paramount role in setting policies and regulations that will influence Louisiana’s

economic‘ future. Many of ELL’s actions with ‘respect to this generational opportunity for

economic resurgence will involve — and are subject to the oversight of— the Commission. As

noted above, this is one of a series of applications the Company has filed or will filebefore the

Commissionuseekiing its consent and support to expand and update ELL’s load-serving

5 See Dr. Loren Scott, Stringing Lines: The Economic Case for Incremental Entergy Louisiana

Infrastructure, at 14 (2023).
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infrastructure in order to accommodate and capitalize upon this tremendous economic growth

opportunity for the State of Louisiana and the Amite South region. The outcomes of these

proceedings will be critical to whether the State and ELL remain competitive and attractive to

businesses looking to expand in or locate in Louisiana. It is reasonable to conclude that, if the

Company’s load’-serving capability in the region is not increased, there is a substantial risk that

prospective industrial customers planning to locate or expand in the region will seek another

site with another supplier, with the likely result of locating their new facilities outside of

Louisiana.

II. COMPANY WITNESSES

With this Application, the Company submits the Direct Testimonies ofPhillip R. May,

Laura. K. Beauchamp, Daniel Kline, Bradley D. Skok, Catherine Ward, and Ryan D. Jones.

The purpose of the testimony of each witness is as follows:

I Phillip R. May — Mr. May is the President and Chief Executive Officer

(“CEO”) of ELL. In his Direct Testimony, he describes the significance of this

Application before the Commission. In doing so, he explains why this filing is

a critical step -in seizing a generational opportunity for economic resurgence

currently presented for the State ofLouisiana, the Amite South planning region,
and the Commission; and he describes the Commission’s important role in

overseeing and facilitating the expansion of the Company’s infrastructure to

accommodate and foster this economic growth.

0 Laura K. Beauchamp’ — Ms. Beauchamp is the Director, Resource Planning
and Market Operations, for the Company. She identifies the other ELL

witnesses whose Direct Testimony supports this filing and provides a summary

of their testimony. She also describes the anticipated and unprecedented load

growth in Amite South, which anticipated load growth is a key driver of the

need for substantial transmission infrastructure development in Amite South;
and she describes how the West Bank 230kV Project is a significant step with

respect to a larger transmission portfolio to enhance existing transmission

infrastructure and build new infrastructure necessary to provide additional load-

serving capability in Amite South, ensure reliability in the corridor, and drive

economic development for the State.
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'0 Daniel Kline —'Mr. Kline is the Director, Power Delivery Planning, within the
‘

Project and Portfolio Development group of the ESL Power Delivery
"Organization and is responsible for the analysis and identification of

transmission projects that are needed to reliably serve the EOCS’ customers.

He provides an overview of the Entergy Transmission System and ELL’s

Transmission System. He also provides an overview of the various steps in the

transmission planning process employed to develop transmission projects such

as the West Bank 230kV Project, including the role of MISO.

6 Bradley‘ D. Skok — Mr. Skok is the Manager, Transmission Planning, within

the Power Delivery Planning group of the ESL’s Power Delivery Organization
and is responsible for the analysis and identification of new transmission

facilities needed to reliably serve new electrical load, such as the New 230kV

Block Loads. He explains the Company’s and 3MISO’s analyses that
demonstrate the necessity of the West Bank 230kV Project for ELL to reliably
serve the New 230kV Block Loads, including a discussion ofthe documentation

showing that the purpose ofthe Project is to accommodate the needs of the New

230kV Block Loads. Mr. Skok further explains that all components of the

ASTP, including the West Bank 230kV Project, are necessary for ELL to

provide electric service to the block load additions incorporated in the studies
that led to the development of the ASTP. '

0 Catherine Ward — Ms. Ward is the Director, Project Management — Capital
Projects in ESL’s Capital Projects organization and is responsible for

developing and delivering large transmission projects in areas served by the

EO.C's, including ELL. Ms. Ward discusses the Company’s plan for designing
and constructing the new transmission facilities that make up the West_Bank

230kV Project, along with a schedule outlining the Project’s milestones, She

further provides a general description of each component of the West Bank
'

230kV Project, as well as the current estimated cost of constructing the new

facilities, their proposed locations, maps, and illustrations of _the_ new

transmission facilities.

0 Ryan D. Jones — Mr. Jones is the Manager, Regulatory Affairs, for ELL. He

describes the requirements of the Siting Order and how the testimony and

exhibits included with the Company’s Application provide (1) the information

that shows that the West Bank 230kV Project qualifies for an exemption to the
certification requirement under the Siting Order and (ii) in the alternative, the

information required for the Commission to certify that the West Bank 230kV

Project serves the public convenience and necessity and is in the public interest

in compliance with the Siting Order. In addition, Mr. Jones provides -the

estimated revenue requirement of the Project as well as a discussion of the

potential bill effects associated with the Project.
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': Through this Direct Testimony and accompanying exhibits, the Company provides all

of the information necessary to establish and support the basis for a determination that the West

.

Bank 230kV.Project is exempt from certification under Section VIII(6) of the Transmission

Siting Order, as well all of the information required by Section V of the Transmission Siting

Order to establish and support a Commission determination that the public convenience and

necessity will be served by the completion and siting of the Project.

III. COMPONENTS OF THE WEST BANK 230KV PROJECT

As described by Company witness Catherine R. Ward, the West. Bank 230kV-Project

includes the following components?‘

I Commodore 5(i)0/230kV Substation

I Build a new 500/230kV substation with the 230kV configured -in a

breaker and a half scheme with nine 230kV circuit breakers;

I 500kV to be configured in a four-breaker ring including a _500/230kV
autotransformer bank including one spare phase.

0
' New property acquisition is required in Iberville Parish, including an

estimated 46 acres of land for substation and line cut-ins.

0 The substation will cut-in to the following existing transmission lines:

Richardson-Wise 230kV line, Iberville-Derrick 230kV line, and Bayou
LaButte-Webre 500kV line.

6 Remote end relay and settings upgrades required at the -following
substations: Derrick 230kV, Iberville 230kV, Webre 500 kV, and Bayou
LaButte 500kV. Settings-only upgrades required at the following
substations: Richardson 230 kV and Wise 230kV.

5 As explained by Ms. Beauchamp and Mr. Skok in their Direct Testimony, the instant Application
concerns the 230kV elements of the Company’s West Bank Waterford to Commodore transmission project. The

Company will file a separate certification application regarding the 500kV portion of the Amite South Reliability
Project selected by MISO in the MTEP23 process.
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3 Waterford 230l(V Substation Upgrade

I Upgrade relay panels and settings at the existing substation. At this

point we do not anticipate that an expansion of the substation is

necessary.

I No property acquisition required; work to be constructed on Company-
owned property.

0 Waterford — Commodore 230kV Transmission Line

I Build a new 60-mile 230kV Line from Waterford 230kV Substation to

Commodore 500/230kV Substation.

0 Right of Way (“ROW”) Acquisition for Waterford — Commodore 230kV

and 500kV Transmission Lines

I Acquire approximately 60 miles of new ROW for both the 230kV and

500kV lines between the Commodore and Waterford Substations. The

lines will predominantly run parallel; new ROW to be acquired includes

an estimated 2,023 acres between Commodore and Waterford
Substations.

I Acquire new 500kV ROW between Waterford Substation and Churchill

Substation. Estimated length is 28 miles.

I Iberville — Commodore 230kV Line Rebuild

-I Rebuild approximately 3.6 miles of line to > 1900A.

0 Distribution Lines

I Distribution lines located in the Project location are under evaluation to

determine if they meet required clearances with the installation of the

new facilities.

I The distribution scope includes. routing‘ temporary construction power

(approximately 0.7 mile) to the Commodore Substation from an-existing
nearby distribution line and to provide a 300kVA transformer for

permanent power to the substation. Construction will be predominantly
'

overhead to the west of Commodore Substation and will transition to

underground as the line approaches the substation.
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IV. LOCATION AND MAPPING OF THE PROJECT

To illustrate the -location and construction of the components of the West Bank 230kV
I

Project, Ms. 'Ward’s
Direct Testimony includes the following exhibits:

.0
Exhibit CRW-'1 [I;ISPl\_’I[: This is a generalized substation-to—substation

routing of the new and modified substations and transmission lines in the

Project. The-general locations. of the new and/or modified substations and

- transmission lines associated with the Project are in St. Charles Parish, St. John

: the Baptist Parish, St. James Parish, Assumption Parish, .Ascension Parish,

Iberville Parish, and Jefferson Parish, Louisiana. Exhibit CRW—1, which
’

I

contains highly sensitive protected materials (“HSPM”), includes illustrations

of the routing ‘both the components of the West Bank 230kV Project included

in this Application as well as the additional components that will compose the

remainder of the ASTP to be included in a subsequent filing (which additional

components are described in the Direct Testimonies of Ms. Beauehamp and

Company witness Bradley Skok).

‘O Exhibit CRW-2: This is a scoping diagram of the Project components.

0

-

Exhibit CRW-3:‘ This includes illustrations of the standard typical pole

sections that will be used for the construction of the new‘ and rebuilt

transmission line sections.

0. Exhibit CRW-4:_ This includes diagrams of the new Oommodore Substation,

including both the 230kV and 500kV elements.

10
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v V." ECONOMIC RESURGENCE ‘OF THE AMITI-E SOUTH REGION

The Amite':South region is experiencing unprecedented load growth, particularly with

respect to forecasted block load increases in the industrial sector.

ELL’s service area, divided into its five planning areas, is depicted in Figure _1 below.

Amite Southfiis a sub-region of the Southeast Louisiana Planning Area _(“SELP_A”) and is ‘a

historical: load pocket, in which the capability of the transmission system is inadequate to

import sufficient energy and capacity, such that ELL must rely on local generation to meet

.

demand and reliably maintain system stability within that load pocket. 'Included within Amite

-

South is the Down'stream—of-,Gyp'sy (“DSG”) sub-region that is also its own "load pocket. ‘Amite

South contains the State’s largest metropolitan area as well as a significant amount of existing

and potential high load -factor industrial customers, and it relies substantially onvlocal

_ generation and _imp_orts to serve the region’s peak load and transmission requirements.

Figure 1

SELPA
I

AMITE
- SOUTH

ll
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Asdiscussed by Ms. Beauchamp, the ‘Company has -roughly 5,000 MW of: load

additions o_n the West Bank in Amite South being evaluated by ESL for ielectric service
I

commencing during, the period between 2023 and 2030. If all 5,000 MW were to materialize,

it would constitute a 300% increase in the region’s current load. Additionally, as forecasted in

January of this year, Mr. May’s Exhibit PRM-3 (Ms. Beauchamp’s Exhibit LKB-2) shows

eighteen (18) new block loads totaling nearly 3,900 MW set to develop along the West Bank

in Amite South.

‘ Whilethe Company cannot say. with certainty that every one of these new block loads

will materialize, the preponderance of interest in the‘ region clearly indicates that it is eminently

reasonable to conclude that a critical mass of these new loads will in fact materialize as long

as -the-right infrastructure is put in place to accommodate their needs". As Ms. Beauchamp

explains in her Direct Testimony, this wave of development is driven by a significant surge in

projects designed to address clean energy initiatives spurred by tax credits made available

under the InflationReductionAct. These clean energy projects are ideally suited for the Amite

South: region in conjunction with Louisiana’s traditional competitive advantages, such as a

comprehensive pipeline network, the Mississippi River, deep water ports, railways and

airports. Louisiana also has an available and adaptable workforce as well as educational

institutionsthat are preparing the workforce of the future.

New industry development is also driving load growth in areas such as liquefied natural

gas (“LNG”) exports, chemical manufacturing and, increasingly, energy transition investment

focused on reduced carbon intensity. According to the Louisiana State University (“LSU”)

Center for Energy Studies’ 2024 Gulf Coast Energy Outlook, the Gulf Coast has seen over
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$26:2'billi'o'n in announced ‘energy manufacturing investment since 2013, ofwhich, Louisian'a’_s

: share is $144 billion by 55%.?
I

\��p��ph���above;-identified factors, indicate that both the State-of Louisiana and the Arnite

South region have a real opportunity not only‘ to maintain the strength ofLouisiana’sl industrial

I

sector, but also to help it grow exponentially. The necessary infrastructure must be in place to

timely. \��p��p8����F��0�� �u��>���that growth.

\��p��p8����F��0�� �u��>���“DEVELOPMENT OF THE PRO_JECT

A..: ‘

- Transmission l’lanning Process

1.
_

’ ’Ovérview of Entergy and ELL Transmission Systems
‘

1:5is‘Company witness Daniel Kline explains, the Entergy Transmission Facilities span

portions; of five states (Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Texas, and Missouri) and are

‘comprised of approximately 16,000 circuit miles of transmission lines. In‘; addition to the lines,

there are more than l,5'00Vs'ubstations across the system. Employees and assets based at various

locations throu‘g:ho'ut-:the areas served ibythe Entergy Operating Companies are :used to plan, V

operate, and maintain these facilities.

The ELL transmission systernis comprised of approximately 5,267 circuit miles of

transniiisision lines. The ELL transmission system is composed of 69 kV, 1 15 kV, 133 kV, 230

I

kV, 345'l<V, and 500 kV transmission linesand substations, and it extends across the footprint

.
‘of the State of Louisiana.

'_ The Entergy Transmission Facilities are used to move high-voltage bulk electric power
'

produced by market participants within MISO across an interconnected system oftransmission

-7
Upton," Gregory" B._, Disrnukes, David E., and Albrecht, Greg, Gulf Coast Energy Outlook, LSU Center

for Energy Studies (2023), available at https://www.'lsu.edu/ces/publications/2023/gceo 2024.pdf, at p. 25.
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linesiand substations to distribution points- for delivery to the approximately 3 millionlretail

customers of the EOCs, as well as to other transmission system users such as municipalities

and cooperatives, and to points of delivery into other transmission systems. The Entergy

Transmission Facilities also deliver power directly, at transmission-level voltages, to a number

- of large commercial and industrial retail customers of the EOCs. These transmission-level

retail customers include refineries, chemical plants, oil and gas processing facilities, pumping

stations, and large manufacturing sites vital to the economies of the Amite South region, the

_

State "Louisiana, and the nation. The New 230kV Blo_ck Loads are transmission‘-level

customers.

2. Entergy’s Planning Process

Reliable transmission infrastructure is critical to ensure that ELL can reliably support

industries locating in the areas ofLouisiana that the Company serves, to ensure that inadequate

infrastructure does not become an impediment to that development and» the economic benefits

to Louisiana associated with that development, and to continue to reliably serve all customers.

As Mr.:Kline_ explains, to meet these goals, in addition to its own internal standards, the Entergy

Transmission "System is planned, designed and operated in accordance with national _and

‘

regional reliability standards and guidelines.

Transmission planning is performed to ensure that the interconnected E-ntergy

Transmission System: (1) remains compliant with applicable North American Electric

Reliability Corporation (“NERC”) Reliability Standards, standards of the SERC Reliability

Corporation (“SERC”), and each EOC’s'local planning criteria; and (2_) is designed to deliver

energy efficiently to end-use customers at the lowest reasonable cost. Expansion of, and

enhancements to, transmission facilities must be planned well in advance of the need for such
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improvements given that regulatory processes, permitting‘ processes,. and .c‘onstruction

activities can tal<e multipleiyears to complete.
-

As A Transmission Owner in MISO, the Cornpany’s transmissionlsystem is ‘planned i_n
_

accordance. with the MISO Open Access Transmission, Energy and Operating -Reserve

. Markets Tariff (“MISO Tariff’). "On behalf of the Company, ESL oversees the preparation of

annual assessments of the Company’s transmission facilities and conducts local. reliability

: planning through MISQ’_s reliability planning process. To do so, ESL applies the NERC and

_SERC‘reliabi_lity-standards and ‘local planning "criteria to identify upgrades needed to‘ maintain
‘

reliable selrviceflto eiiisting customers and accommodate future load growth. Thieprovductjofi
’

this process is a local reliability plan that-is approved by the EOCs and provided to MISO for

use in its overall regional planning process.

3. Role of MISO

.

\��p��p���-Kline explains, the process of planning the transmission grid in the MISO

: region is guided by four different, but related, points of view: (1) top-down regional (or MISO-

wide) planning, (2) bottorh—up (or locallydriven) planning,(3) access planning (which includes

transrnission-service-request and generator interconnection-driven transmission planning), and

‘

(4) state/federal policy-driven. planning. The result. of this process is a plan for the

enhancement of the transmission grid in MISO. This plan’ is referred to as the MISO

Transmission Expansion Plan (“MTEP_”).

' The; MTEP process includes opportunities for input from various stakeholders and

participants, including meetings and the submission of written comments. Local reliability"-

driven projects are generally developed in the bottom-up process, which relies on the

identification of needeby the. local Transmission Owners and analyzes that need (and the
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proposed-' solution) with significant stakeholder review_ and. input. '

Transmission access

planning is driven ‘customers requesting generatorinterconnection and transmission service.

No mattei‘.h_ow a project is developed, the MTEP process relies on MISO’s broad

analysisof the l\./IIISO transmission system (and its neighboring systems), stakeholder «review

of and input on that analysis and ‘proposed projects, and, ultimately, a decision from the MISO

Board of Directors (the “MISO Board”) regarding approval of any projects recommended_ to

it.

'

' '

\��p��p�� Kline filrther explains, each MISO MTEP planning ‘cycle is an l'8hr1onth

process that begins in June of each year and concludes in December of the following year. For

example, MTEP23 -began its process in June 2(l22 with a requirement that Transmission

Ownerssubmit their proposed MTEP23 projects to address reliability no later than. mid-

September 2022, With respect to reliability planning, projects generally are proposed to MISC

bya Transmission Owner. Based on its significantknowledge of-and experience planning for

its transmission system, a MISO Transmission Ownerls proposal identifies reliability

deficiencies on the transmission system (tie), instances in which a project is needed to address

a violation of an applicable.NERC standard, :local planning criterion, or other reliability

requirement):and recommends projects needed to address the violation. MISO selects the

preferred method to mitigate any reliability deficiencies that have been identified in the

proposals. MISO’3s study of the proposed projects is part of its annual MTEP process, which

includes review of the projects with stakeholders at scheduled sub-regional planning meetings

throughout the year in order to share information about the needs and drivers ofthe proposed

projects and obtain robust stakeholder input on the proposed projects. If appropriate, MISO

also optimizes the plans submitted by different stakeholders, selecting alternative projects that
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may-address identified:needs more efficiently than those proposed by individual stakeholders.

At the conclusion of the MTEP planning cycle, the MISO ‘Board considers for approval the

projects recornmended by the MISO planning staff that are determined to effectively and

efficiently ‘meet reliability needs.

Mr. Kline explains that the West Bank 230 kV Project was developed by ESL through

the bottom-up process described above, proposed to MISO, and approved, through the

MTEP23 process.8 As noted above, the West Bank 230kV Project is one component ofa larger

.
project that MISO.approved as the “Amite South Reliability Project '—'Phase 1” in MTEP23.- -

The Company will address the balance of the components of the Phase 1 Project as well as

certain other projects that were approved in MTEP23 and that are necessary to serve the

projected load growth in the Amite South region in filings that are expected to be made later,

as appropriate, in 2024.

B.

I

_'
.

Development of the Amite South Transmission Project (including the West Bank

230kV Project)
I

Reliable transmission infrastructure is critical to the Amite South region to ensure ELL

can reliably continue to meet the energy needs of the industries locating there, to ensure that

inadequate infrastructure does not become an impediment to that development, and to continue

to reliably serve all customers in southeast Louisiana. As Mr. Skok explains, transmission

studies by both ESL, on behalfof ELL, and MISO have led to the determination that additional

and substantial transmission infrastructure is necessary to accommodate electric service’ to the

3 See MISO MTEP23 Appendix A — New «Projects recommended for approval, available at

‘https://cdn.misoenerUv.org/MTEP23%2OAgpendix%2OA%20-%20New%20Proiects%20recommended%20f0r

%20apgroval629964.xlsx, MISO Project 25242. As noted below, “Amite South Reliability Project - Phase l" is

the name of the Company’s submission to MISO that included the West Bank 230 kV Project as a component

part.
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forecasted "block load additionsiin Amite South over the next ten years. These studies resulted

‘in the development of ASTIP to accommodate industrial load growth in Amite South. The

_West Bank 23016/“Project is partof the.ASTP and is necessary to accommodate service to the

New 2-30kV Bloclc Loads, ‘which require electric service from the Company during the early

part of that period, ‘prior to the in-service dates associated with other parts of the West Bank -

portion of the ASTP.

Mr. Skok explains that, currently, the transmission system in the Amite -South region

in the iiidus_trial corridor between Baton Rouge and New Orleans is highly constrained,

meaninglthat the Company is unable to serve incremental load in some locations without the

Company_provid_ing increased load-serving capability through additional facilities or upgrades

to the transmission system, ‘and this includes the region along the West Bank where the New

2_30kV Block Loads are locating. There will be no additional load-serving capability in Amite

South after begins serviice to customers for which ELL has an executed Electric: Service

Agreement. iWhile there have been no violations of NERC Reliability'Standards identified

along the area’s transmission system under current system conditions, any additional. load on

the system will likely create a_ violation. Additionally, the transmission system in this area is

also a critical path for. importing power into Amite South. The possible acceleration of

generator deactivations in the Amite South region due to environmental rule changes would

further constrainthe transmission system in this corridor, as it would necessarily increase the

power imports through "that path.

During the transmission planning process associated with the development of

MTEP23, the \��p��p]��Jgroup modeled twelve (12) industrial block load additions totaling 2,190

MW of increased load" in Amite South, including the New 230kV Block Loads. An initial
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studybased on the current. configuration of the system with the twelve block load additions

'

incorporated as the major change in the model indicated that numerous transmission facilities

; would overload and low voltages would occur as a result of various transmission contingency

events. Based on the Company’s evaluation of the overload/low-voltage conditions_ identified,

the PDP. group developed corrective action to resolve the violations consisting of substantial

transmission infrastructure improvements and new construction on the East and West Bank in

Amite South. The "infrastructure improvements and new construction, described below,

constitute ‘the ASTP and include the components of the West Bank-230kV Project. A

subsequent study incorporating the twelve block load additions (of 2,190 MW) and the

components of the ASTP verified the necessity of the ASTP to resolve the violations.

As described
\��p��p�) M���\��p��p�) MMr. Skok and Ms. Beauchamp, forthe Company’s sub‘missi_o'n to

MISO for MTEP23, the components of ASTP were divided into phases, with Phases 1 and 2

consisting of the improvements and new construction on the West _Bank and East Bank,

‘ respectively.9 The West Bank 230kV Project, along with other components, is included in ‘

Phase 1 ofthe ASTP. All components ofPhase 1 and Phase 2 ofthe ASTP, with those included

in the West" Bank 230k_V Project identified, are as follows:

0

A'STP“Phase 1 —' West Bank 230kV Project (included in this Application):

>

I

New Commodore 50.0/230kV Substation;

I

; Upgrade of the Waterford 230kV Substation;>

> New Waterford — Commodore 230kV Transmission Line; and

> Rebuild of the Iberville — Commodore 230kV Transmission Line.

9 The ASTP also includes a Phase 3, which MISO is still evaluating._Phase 3 is not needed for service to

the New 230kV Block Loads.
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2- ASTP Phase 51;; West Bank'500kV Projects (to be included in a future filing):
I

> Waterford 500kV ‘Substation Expansion;

> Churchill 500/230kV Substation;

> New 88¥mile Commodore — Churchill 500kV Line; and

_> \��p�̛p��X Convert the ex‘is_ting 230kV Waterford — Churchill. Line to 500kV.

I

0 ASTP Phase 2 ,—' East Bank Projects:

> New Audubon Substation and 7.8 miles ofnew transmission 1ine.for the

purpose of serving a new industrial customer load on the East Bank-,

which are the subject of a recent ELL filing at the Commission.l°

> New 21—mile Willow Glen — Conway — Audubon 230kV line (to be

included in a iiiture filing).

As Mr. Skok explains in his testimony, MISO has performed an independent evaluation

of the assumptions and inputs modeled in the Company’s studies that provide the basis ofthe

ASTP and the West Bank 230k_V Project. As a result of its evaluation, MISO has approved all
'

construction projects madee ofPhase 1 (including the West Bank 230kV Project) and Phase

2 ofthe ASTP.“

Additionally, as Mr. Skok also explains, the Company has conducted an additional

transmission study separate from the study that resulted in the Company proposing the ASTP

‘°

V

_

See Notice of Exemption (lanuary 31, 2024), Entergy Louisiana, LLC ‘s Notice ofExemption Regarding
_

the Audubon Substation" and Related Transmission Facilities Consistent with Louisiana Public Service

Commission General Order Dated October I 0, 2013, Docket No. S-371 13.

” '

See MISO MTEP23 Appendix A — New Projects recommended for approval, available at

htt s://cdn.misoener0 .or TEP23%20A endix~%20A%20-%20New%20Pro'ects%20recommended%20for

%20approval629964.xlsx, MISO ID 25242. As noted above, ELL will be addressing the remaining components
ofASTP Phase 1 and Phase 2 in filings to be made later in 2024. Phase 3 of the ASTP is still under consideration

by MISO, but is not needed for service to the New 230kV Block Loads.
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and submitting it to MTSO for approval. This additional study (Eichibit BDS.-4) evalnated the

lcapabilityof the transmission _system with only the New 230kV Block Loads modeled as

,

_

incremental load (instead of all twelve of the block load additions incorporated in the study"

resulting -in the AISTP) and demonstrates that the West Bank 230kV Project. is not? only‘

necessary but is also sufficient to accommodate electric service to the New 230kV Block Loads .

without the other projectstand facilities included in the ASTP.

The Company is submitting this filing for the West Bank 230kV Project separately
I

from the 500kV components because both of the new -industrial loads that make up the New

'230kV 'Block'Loads' currently take, or will take, electric service at 230kV.

I

Further, as

discussed b-elow_ar1d by Mr. Skok, the extension of service to the two New 2_30kV Block Loads

requires the addition of only the West Bank 230kV Project — not the entirety of ASTP Phase

1, The Companyiismoving forward now with the West Bank 230kV Project component of

ASTP Phase 1 to position itself to obtain regulatory approval of the Project in time to meet the

V

customer proj ectlin'-service date needs ofthe New 230kV Block Loads, subject to their timely

execution ‘ofElectric -Service Agreements.

‘The’ 2.30k\./I and 500k_V components of the ASTP are both required to achieve the

- broader planning objectives described in the direct testimonies of Mr. Kline and Mr. Skok.

However,'there are benefitsiofcompleting the‘230kV work in. advance of the 500k\_/ work —

principally, the’ ability to serve the New 230kV Block Loads. It is currently anticipated that

the construction of both lines will commence in July 2025 (although work on the Commodore

Su_bstation_will start earlier, in February 2025). As noted below in Section VI, the planned in-

service date for the 23okv’1i‘he is December2026, which will enable ELL_ to accommodate the

in-service dates for the New 230kV Block Loads, as described by \��p��p ��wBeauchamp. The
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planned in-service date ofvthe 500kV line will be 16 months later because construction ofthe

line will continue all the way to Churchill Substation (whereas the 230kV line will terminate

at Waterford Substation). As Ms. Ward explains, it is the Company’s intent to develop and

construct the 230kV and 500kV lines in a carefully coordinated fashion to leverage the

efficiencies and customer savings that can be achieved from that approach.

VII. TRANSMISSION SITING ORDER AND ITS EXEMPTIONS

A. Transmission Siting Order and Its Exemptions

As ‘discussed by Mr.iJones, the Transmission Siting Order was the result of the LPSC

rulemaking initiated in Docket No. R-26018. According to the Transmission Siting Order, a

Transmission Facility is “a system of structures, wires, insulators and associated hardware, but

not including switching or substations, that carry electric energy over distances and that are

located in whole or in part within the State of Louisiana and furnish electric service within

the state, that would be constructed and operated at or above a nominal 100kV, exceeds one

mile in length, and» the estimated cost to_ construct exceeds $20 million.”‘2 The Transmission

Siting Order provides that any utility seeking to construct a transmission project meeting the

definition ofTransmission Facility must first obtain LPSC certification that the project serves

the public convenience and necessity, unless it qualifies for certain enumerated exemptions.

‘2 See Transmission Siting Order, Section Il.A., at 9-10. The Commission initiated a proceeding in October

2021 in Docket No. R-36199 to consider whether the Transmission Siting Order should be modified so that the

Commission may retain its jurisdictional authority over transmission siting in light of changes in law and

transmission planning practices since the time that the Transmission Certification Order was adopted. As of the

date of this testimony, no modifications to the Transmission Siting Order have been adopted.
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B.
’ \��p��p�=uۢ7��\��p��p�=u7������@�v��=u7�������`�v��=u7The West Bank \��p��p =u7Project Qualifies for an Exemption Because It«I:s- lieing

'
‘

'

Undertaken by ELL for the‘Primary Purpose ofAccommodating the Needs of the 1'

“New 230kV Block Loads

.The West Bank 230kV Project qualifies for an exemption from the certification

req:uireVn_1_ent.‘v Section VIII(6) of the Transmission Siting Order exempts “[n]ew transmission

point-of-delivery facilities, including radial lines, loop’ flow lines, switching stations,

substations, and any other ‘transmission projects undertaken for the primary purpose. of

accommodating the, needs of a new or expanding industrial load or set of industrial loads

located in Louisiana_.’_’‘3
I

-~ - -Intheiir I)irect Testimonies, Mr.’ Skok, Ms. l3eauchamp and Company wit_nessVRyan

Jones explain that the West Bank 230kV Project is being undertaken for the primary purpose

of accommodating the needs of a new or expanding industrial, load or set of industrialloads

-

-_
located in Louisiana 029., the New 230kV Block Loads); ‘and they fi1rther explain why the

Project is necessary for the Company to be able to provide reliableelectric service to these new

and expanding"industrial loads. The -Project includes a new substation and. several related

transmission_ components designed to provide electrictservice to this new setofindustrial loads.

As Mr.‘ Skok explains, -the Project has been undertaken for the primary purpose ofenabling the

Company toserve the New 23l)k_V Block Loads and_, as demonstrated in his Exhibit BDS-23,
I

transmission studies cond_uc'ted_ by both ESL and MISO have confirmed that the West Bank

230kV Project is necessary for ELL;to accommodate’ the needs of the New 230kV Block

'3 The‘ Commission Staff has proposed changes to the Siting Order, including modifications to the

exemptionat issue in this filing (Section VIIl(6) of the Siting Order). Staffs proposal remains pending before

the Commission. See Initial Staff Report and Recommendation for a Revised Siting Order (September 1, 2023),
In re: Review _and Possible Modificationofthe Commission '5' General. Order Dated October 10, 2013 Governing
Transmission Certificationand General Siting, Docket No. R-36199.
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Loads: “Additionally, ‘as noted above and as demonstrated in his Exhibit BDS-4, the Company
'

has conducted an additional transmission study separate from the study that demonstrates that

’

_the West'Ba,nk 230kV Project is notonly necessary but is also sufficient to accommodate

electric ‘service to -the" New 230kV Block Loads without the other projects and facilities

included in the ASTP.
I

.

As such, the primarypurpose of the Project is to accommodate the needs of a new set

of industrial loads -located in Louisiana, and the Project therefore qualifies for exemption under

Section VIII(6) of the Comrnissi_on’s Siting Order. ‘*5

‘VIII.’ PUBLIC INTEREST DETERMINATION

A. The West Bank 230l{V Project Will Serve the Public Convenience and Necessity

‘As noted above, if the Commission determines that the West Bank 230kV Project (or

. ‘any component of the Project) does not qualify for the exemption from certification under

Section \_/_:I:I:I(6) of the Transmission Siting Order, the Company requests that the Commission

“‘ Those studies furth.er.co’nfi1-m that the entire ASTP (including the West Bank 230kV Project) is necessary
to accommodate electric service to the twelve industrial block load additions identified in Exhibit BDS-1,
including the New 230kV Block Loads.

'5 _While the facts support that-all components ofthe Project qualify for an exemption under Section VIII(6),
certain individual components of the Project may also qualify under various other provisions of the Siting Order,
including Sections .V.III(.I) (exempting new substations), VIII(5) (exempting projects needed to address violations

ofNERC standards), and VIII(7) (exempting projects that are in the nature of rebuilds, upgrades-, or modernization

or reconstruction of equipment to increase its capacity).
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find that the.public convenience and necessity would be served the by construction of the

I

Project and that the Project is therefore in the public interest. ‘6

As Mr. Jones explains, in issuing the Transmission Siting Order, the Commission

acknowledged that it would certify a project it finds “to be in the public interest and the

interests of affected ratepayers, enhances reliability of service, and/or provides economic

benefits.’’” Moreover, “[i]n making that determination the Commission may consider the

expected impact of such Transmission Facility on costs, retail rates, service reliability,

_

reduction of congestion, the interstate or intrastate benefits expected to be achieved, ‘and

whether the proposed Transmission Facility is consistent with public policy.”‘8 In addition,

the Commission may -consider “whether construction of this Transmission Facility (as opposed

to construction of another transmission facility or construction of generation, for example) is

a reasonable and cost-effective solution to the problem being addressed in the Application.”'9

The West Bank 230kV-Project surpasses these standards. As explained by Mr. Skok,

the Project provides needed transmission ‘capacity in the Amite South area, thereby maintaining

and enhancing the reliability of service to’ all customers — both existing and future'— in that

“ While the’ Company believes the Project to be exempt from certification under the Transmission Siting
Order, it is making this filing seeking confirmation of the same due to the financial significance and operational
importance of the Project and recognizing that, because of those attributes, the Commission may wish to examine

the Project in greater detail. There is also the potential that the Commission may find that not all components are

exempted, and, in that case, commencement of construction prior to Commission certification could potentially
constitute a violation of the Transmission Siting Order. Therefore, the Company is also submitting with this Filing
sufficient information for the Commission to certify, as an alternative to granting the exemption, that the Project
would serve the public convenience and necessity. This will ensure that there is no unnecessary delay in the

execution timeline that would put at risk the realization of economic development opportunities described by
Company witnesses Ms. Beauchamp and Mr. May.

‘7 See Transmission Siting Order, Section TV, at 10.

'3 Id.

*9 Id. at 10-11.
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area. '=It3will also. facilitate opportunities to grow L‘ouisiana?s economy by providing anew

'

'230kV”source "(and subsequently, a new 500, kV transmission source) into'the' Amite South

_

area where, as "explained by \��p��p w�FBe_a_u_champ, the Amite South region has roughly 5,000 MW

of load: additions along the West Bank under study byiESL for_ the commencement of service

3 "during the period between 2023 and 2030, an increase ofapproximately 300% over the current
.

load inlArnite South \��p��p�w�Fall 5,000 MW of load materialized. That:growth is driven byseveral

significant projects-in Louisiana’s economic development pipeline that, if brought to fruition,

will bring tens of billions of dollars in additional capital investment. A's«Ms. Beauchamp, \��p��p�w�F

Kline _and_:Mr. Skolc discuss in their Direct Testimonies, reliable transmission infrastructure is

critical to growing the region and the state economy and to ensuring that the industries locating

herje .have'_access to the reliable power delivery systems that are needed to support their

operations.
_

. 'Mr;.K_l_ine and Mr. Skok also describe the studies conducted by ESL and MISO that "led

' to the determination that the Project (together with the 500kV transmission line that will be the

» subject 5-fa‘ future certification application by the Company) is the most effective project for

meeting the reliability needs of the Amite South area and will be necessary to serve the

-forecasted load: growth in the Amite South area. Mr. Skok explains how those studies indicate

that, -unless the West Bank" 23.0kV Project is completed, the Company will notfbeeable to

i accommodate the needs of the New 230kV Block _Loads‘in the Amite South area while

remaining. compliant with NERC standards. in addition, Mr. Skok describes how the different

components of the Project provide solutions to accommodate the high area economic growth

_

_and to secure: the reliability of the area’s transmission grid. -
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The Company’s witnesses demonstrate that failure to construct the West Bank 230kV

Project and the remaining components of Phase 1 of the ASTP would significantlyjeopardize

_

the ability of the Company and the Commission to accommodate the economic resurgence of

the Amite‘ South region. As Mr. Skok explains, all components of the ASTP, including the

West Bank 230kV: Project, are necessary for ELL to provide electric service to the twelve (12)

block load additions incorporated in the studies that led to the development of the ASTP.

Accordingly, as Mr. May discusses, in addition to serving the two New 230kV Block Loads,

i

the West'Bank 230kV Project isvan essential‘ step to facilitate a generational industrial growth

opportunity onithei West Bank and make possible the economic and reliability benefits it

provides.
1

.
This historically significant economic development is expected to bring about increases

in residential and commercial load as well. So again, considering the magnitude of the

expected investment associated with the Project and the operational and economic significance

of the Project, the Company believes that, if it is determined the Project is-not exempted from

certification, it would be appropriate for the Commission to make the necessary public interest-

determination without the need for further filings by the Company and the resulting delay.

In addition, MISO’s planning staff independently evaluated the system perfonnance

for its ability to meet applicable reliability standards without the proposed project and found

that the Project is needed to meet applicable reliability standards. Like the Company, MISO

also evaluated other alternatives to the Project and concluded that the Project is the best

alternative to address the projected reliability issues in the Amite South area. Based on all

theseifactors, the Project is firmly in the public interest and should be certified as such by the

Commission.
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B. - Information Required in CertificationFiling

Through the Direct Testimonies of its witnesses,‘ the Company’ has provided the

information required by the Transmission Siting Order as follows:

0 Requirement V. 1: ELL is "the Applicant in this proceeding and the only entity

participating in the construction of the Project-.

0 Requirement V.2: Ms. Ward provides a description of each component of-the

Project.

‘

I Requirement V.3: Ms. Beauchamp, Mr. Kline and Mr. Skok-provide detailed

explanations of the justification for the Project. In addition, Mr. .Skok

describes the analyses performed by ELL and MISO to determine that the

Project is needed to improve reliability, accommodate projected load growth,

and increase load-serving capability in a transmission-constrained region of

the area served by ELL.

0 Requiremen_t'V.4: Ms. Ward provides the general proposed location of each

component of the Project.

I Requirement V.5: Ms. Ward discusses the anticipated source of funding for

the Project.

0 Requirement -V.6: Ms. Ward provides the Company~’s current best estimate of

‘the cost of each component of the Project, which she explains is a Class 3

estimate and is subject to change as the project is more fully developed and

refined.

.0 Requirement V.7~: Mr. Jones provide a discussion ofthe effect that the Project

will have on customer rates.

28



Entergy Louisiana, ‘LLC
_

Applicatioriif . .

4 .~ \��p��p���{�:��\��p��p���{�;��\��p��p���{�<��\��p��p���{�=��\��p��p���{ >��\��p��p���{�?��.L‘PSCDocketN_o.U,-§.'1‘:

‘

9 Requirement'\‘i/.8: As_ an exhibit to her Direct Testimony, Ms. Ward "provides .

siriigle-iline drawings :;of the typical structures anticipated to -be used \��p��p���{�:��t

constructing the Project.

V

‘

_

0 Requirement V.9: Ms. Ward’ discusses the current schedule and. timeline for

.completing constructionof each component of the Project and placing them in

service.

0 Requirement V. 10: Ms. Ward explains" the Company’s current plans for right-

‘ ' ‘ I H

of-way‘ acquisition. '

' -A l{equiremen:t.\'/’.l 1: eMay and Ms. Beauchamp provide other information

that the Company considers relevant to supportla public interest determination

(e.g., the need to expand the Company’s infrastructure and transmission

ll

_
capacity to accommodate the significant industrial expansion underway in the

Arnite South region).
I

IX.RIGHT-OF-WAY_ACQU1SITION

"In. her Direct Testimony, Ms. Ward explains that the Company anticipates using
Z

existin'g§RQW
' paralleling existing ROW where possible. Additionally, the Company will

. acquire approximately '60 miles of new‘ ROW tor the Waterford r
Commodor’e.230kV line‘.

The width ofROW acquired will account for the new 230kV and 500kV lines running paralllel

l from Commodorei_S:_ubstation to a tie’ point near Waterford Substation, roughly 60 miles. The

Company will also acquire anadditional 28 miles of ROW to "be used for the Commodore
_—

I

1

Churchill 500kV '1hi'e (which will be the subject of a fume certification filing —at the

Commission). The .Company. has started discussions with certain landownersialong the

potential routes for the new transmission line; -Initial discussions include permissions for
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1
..

access, survey, and soil borings. The Company has also started to issue offers for ROW

acquisition along tzlieirouteg The Company has also been negotiating with landowners for the

'- .properties needed to build Commodore Substation.

Board Approval for Project
'

-

' N/A January 2024

Co_mmo_dore Substation — Land Acquisition
‘

I

_

February 2024
_

‘August 202.4“ T

Commodore Substation — Permitting .

November 2024
.

February 2025

_

‘Commodore Substation — Construction February 2025.
‘

November 2026.

Commodore Substation — Proposed.In-Service Date .

'

4

. .

November 2026.

» WaEteri‘ord2:30kV Substation Upgrade ‘

H 0 A

Dcfcber 202.6.
Z
N0Vembe.r 2026..

Waterford’—Commodore 230kV Line — ROW Acquisition December 2023
’

January 2025

_Waterford'-Commodore '230kV Line :Pe_rmittir3g ,,

'

June 2024_ Julie 2025_
A

"-Waterford—Commodore 230kV Line — Construction
, _ _

7

July 2025 December 2026

Waterford-Commodore ’230kV Line — Proposed In-Service Date December 2026

'

.'
. September”

Iberville-Commodore 230kV Line Rebuild
_ , . , q

2025 October 2025

\��p��po�*JWard further explains that the Company is working to acquire the ROW for the

combined 23-0kV and 500kV lines concurrently in order to minimize the impact to landowners.

The ROW width required ‘to’ accommodate both lines together is narrower than‘ would. -be

required if the \��p��pi�*J��width were measured separately for the two lines. In" acquiring the ROW,

it is more efficient to acquire the full ROW width rather than doing so in separate transactions.-

That ‘approach minimizes the transaction costs, negotiation efforts and acquisition processes

required to. ‘obtain the necessary ROW.-.
V

r

X. PROJECT SCHEDULE

The timelihes for each component of the West Bank 230kV Project are detailed below

(as :includ_ed in Table 1 of Ms. Ward’s testimony):

' ‘

Event Start Date Completion
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XI. PROJECT cosrs

Ms. Ward explains that the current cost estimate for the West Bank 230kV Project is

$498.8 million, which is the amount for which the Company has approved funding and is

‘comprised of preliminary estimates of project costs based on the information currently

‘available. As the Project is further developed, more refined cost estimates will be completed.

Ms. Vi/ard’s testimony also summarizes the Project costs by component (in HSPM Exhibit

CRW-6,) and by category (in HSPM Exhibit CRW-7).

\��p��p�REVENUE REQTJIREMENT AND ESTIMATED BILL EFFECTS
'

The Transmission Siting Order requires that a certification application include “[a]n

analysis, with supporting data, of the estimated effects on costs to ratepayers attributable to the

proposed Transmission Facility, including an estimate of the impact of the cost of the

Transmission Facility on rates of all the entity’s customers within Louisiana.”2° To comply

with _this_ requirement, Mr. Jones provides the estimated revenue requirement of the Project,

'

based on the current estimated cost of the Project, as well as the estimated effect on a residential

customerbill for a customer using 1,000 lcilowatt hours (“kWh”) in the area served by‘ELL,

assuming that the Project revenue requirement were recovered on a dollar-for-dollar basis. Mr.

Jones’s calculations produce a total retail revenue requirement of $57.754 million for the

Project, ‘prior to consideration of anyioffsets for other revenue received from transmission

wholesale customers. Assuming the revenue requirement for the Project is reflected in rates

on a dollar-for-dollar basis, a residential customer using 1,000 kWh per month would

experience a bill increase of approximately $1.50.

2° See Transmission Siting Order, Section V.7, at 12.
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The Company is not-requesting any specific rate treatment of‘the costs of the Project
'

at this time, as that will ultimately be addressed in the context of a rate proceeding such as an

annual Fonnula Rate Plan (“FRP”) Evaluation Report Filing, a filing to extend"-the \��p��pS�f5or

some other base rate proceeding. Accordingly, the Company is not asking for Commission

approval of spe_ci'fic recovery of the Project revenue requirement outside of the normal course

of ratemaking. In this proceeding, the Company is only requesting that the costs be deemed

eligible for recovery, by virtue of a Commission finding that construction of the Project is in

the public interest, through the FRP to the extent the Company remains subject to one, or’ in

the alternative to authorize the creation of a regulatory asset until such_ time that the costs can

be reflected in rates in order to mitigate the effects of regulatory lag in the.altemative where

there_is no FRP. In other. words, if the Company’s FRP is still effective at the time that the

Project is placed in service, and the Company has not received approval of some specific

alternative recovery for the Project, the Company would recover the revenue requirement of

the Project through the normal: FRP recovery mechanisms. If instead the Company is not

subject an FRP and the costs have been recorded to an approved regulatory asset, it would

seek separate Commission approval for any recovery ofthe proposed regulatory asset through

"a fiiture rate;pr'o'cfe:eding. Since no specific recovery is being requested at this time, the

estimated bill effects provided by Mr. Jones may not be representative of the actual icustomer

impact that will‘ be seen, through an FRP or otherwise, associated with the Project, although‘

they are reasonable_estimate's of those effects.

' XIII. STATUS REPORTS

In its -Order. approving the Lake Charles Transmission Project (“LCTP”) in Docket

No. U-33645, the Commission adopted the Company’s agreement (in a stipulated settlement)
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to fileinto the record and serve'on the parties to the proceeding semi—'a'nnuai monitoring and status
in

reports -reflecting" updates on the. status of the LCTP construction and costs.” Tlie'Co'mpany filed:

_

monitoring‘ reports beginning vvith the six-month period immediately fol1owi‘ng.Commission_

I

approval of the LCTP -and continue through completion of the Project. The Company also agreed
I

f to file a post-construction report. In the event the Commission determines that the Project is not

exempt; from the certification requirement under the Transmission Siting Order, the Company is

'

_willing to agree. to submit similar status reports and a post-construction. report following;

I

Commission certification.otthe7P_roject in this docket.

i
-x=1v. REQUEST FOR TIMELY TREATMENT

A"s‘Ms. Beauchamp and Mr. Jones explain, the Company is not seeking expedited

consideration of this Application by the Commission. The Company believes an exemption

from the
certification requirement is warranted for ‘the reasons explained by Mr.‘Jone.s and

described‘ above. However, w the event the Commission does not grant the Cor_npa'ny’s

'

requested exemption, then to the extent that the Company’s Application" ‘uncontested by

LPS,CAS'taff or Intervenors, the Company respectfully requests that the Commission exercise

V

its.autho_rity under the Transmission Siting Order such that the Commission‘may consider and
C

_

issue ‘a ruling on.the Cor'npa'n’y’s certificatioiniirequest within 90 days of the \��p��p��������\��p��p����of the

1

Application. Tf the exemption is not granted andthe Company"s'Applicatio-niis contested, then

‘the Company respectfully requests that the Commission consider and issue a ruling on the

Cornpany"s: certification requ_es:t within 180 days of the filing of. the Application, but in any

,
event, no later_ than the Commission’s December 2024 Business & Executive Session. Both

‘

' .2”.
See Or:der::'N.oi..U-33645 (January 6,2016), In re: Applicatiori for Certification of the _Lake Charles

Transmissz:ortProject, Docket No. U-33645, Sections VI(6) and (9), at pp. 6-7.
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. req'ueste;d9approval timeiiframes provide‘ forladequate review by ‘all parties underiithe
'

Transmission Siting’ Order. The anticipated in-service dates for the New.230kV Block Loads
'

'. are identifiefd \��p��p��z^Beauchamp’s Direct Testimony. Approval of the exemption or”

certification request \��p��p��z^the Commission within the review period established by the Siting

Order (i. e., withinHl:8:0 days of filing, if the Application is contested) would be sufficient to

enable the Company to .complete construction of the Commodore Substation, the new

Waterford — Commodore 23_0kV line and other components of the Project by December 2025

(under the Project timeliiie presented in Ms. Ward’s Direct Testimony), which would enable

the Company to meet the‘ in-service dates for the New 23 0kV Block Loads.‘

‘XV.
SEJRVICE OF NOTICES AND PLEADINGS

The Company ’ request that notices, correspondence, and other communications

concerning this Application be directed to the following persons:

Lawrence J. Hand, Jr.
_

Matthew T. Brown

Stacy Cast'aing_
‘

v D. Skylar Rosenbloom

4809 Jefferson Highway Meta Danzey
Mail Unit L-JEF-3 57 ‘

.

639 Loyola Avenue-

Jefferson, Louisiana 70121" '

Mail Unit L-ENT-26E

Telephone: (504) 840-2528

Facsimile: (504) 840-2681
.

lliand enter .com

scastai@entergy.com

New Orleans,”Louisiana 70113

Telephone: (504) 576-4122
Facsimile: (504) 576-5579

mbrow12@ent‘ergy.com
drosenb enter .co1n

mdanze enter .com

L. Richard Westerburg, Jr.

61 l9 Willowcrest Court

Mark Strain

Duggins Wren Mann.& Romero, LLP

600 Congress Avenue, Suite 1900 Spring, Texas 77389

Austin, Texas 78701
‘

Telephone: (512) 913-2483

Telephone: (512) 744-9300
_

lrw'r54 ahoo.com

Facsimile: (512) 744-9399" v

- mstrain@dwmrla'w.com
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. The \��p��p��"Drequests \��p��p��"Dforegoingipersons be placed onthe
Official

Serviceilicist ‘for

"thisaproceedinglairidrespectfullyirequest that the Commission .perrnit the designation of more

than one person to be placed on the Official Service List for service in this proceeding;
I

xv1§
H

REQUEST FOR CONFIDENTIAL TREATMENT

Portions‘ ofthe Direct Testimonies and exhibits "supporting the Application contain

infonfnation considered by the Company to be proprietary and confidential. Disclosure of

~ certain portions of -this information may expose ’the,Company and its customers to an

.

unreasohable risk of harrr-1,i';including‘ creating ‘an artificial target for s.uppliers/vendors -or

ucreatingzphyisical security risks-. Therefore, in light ‘of the nature of such 'iriforniation, which

. includes commercially or competitively sensitive market information and sensitive

infrastriictuyre information, the Company has submitted two versions ofthe Direct Testimonies

of ‘Ms. Beauchamp, Mr. Kline, Mr. Skok, and Ms. Ward, _one marked ~‘>‘Non-Confidential

Redacted l\/ersion” and the other marked “Confidential Version.” _In anticipationof the

execution of‘a suitable confidentialityagreement in this Docket, the ConfidentialVersions bear

the 'deisiEr'1a'tion “Highly Sensitive Protected “Materials”. or words of similar import. Although

the confidential-iinformation and documents included "with this Application ‘may be reviewed
'

by appropriate representatives of the LPSC Staff and interested parties pursuant to the terms

and condi'tions of a suitable confidentiality agreement once such aniagreemeint \��p��p��"Dbeen

executed in this ;D:oVc:ket, this confide'ntial_ information also is being provided pursuant to, and

shall be exempt from public disclosure pursuant to, the Commission’s General Order dated

-‘August .31, 15992 and Rule 12.1 of the Rules. of Practice and Procedure of the L-PSC.
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;XVH. PRAYER FOR RELIEF

Wpl-IIZEIREFORE, for the foregoing reasons, Entergy Louisiana, LLC respectfially

‘requests that, after; due and lawful proceedings are held, the Commission, subject to the fullest

extentof its jurisdiction, grant-relief and give its approval of the Application. In particular, the

-Company requests that the Commission:

1. Find that the portfolio of projects that comprise the West Bank 230kV Project is

exempt from the certification requirements of the Commission’s General Order

dated‘ October 10, 2013 in Docket No. R-26018 (the “Transmission Siting
Order”) by virtue ofthe fact that_ the West Bank 230kV_ Project is being undertaken

by _the Company for the primary purpose of accommodating electric service to two

new industrial block loads to -be located in Louisiana on the West Bank of the
' _Mississippi River, including one new block load associated with the expansion of

existing customer’-facilities and the other new block load associated with‘ a new

industrial plant (together, the “New 230kV Block Loads”); or

2. In the altemative,'if the Commission finds that the West Bank 230kV Project, or

any component ofthat Project, is not exempt from the certification requirements of

I
the Commission’s Transmission Siting Order, then find that the construction,

completion and siting of the portfolio of projects that comprise the West Bank
23 0kV Project will serve the public convenience and necessity and be in the public
interest and are therefore approved, including principally the following Project

‘components described herein above and in the testimony of Company witness
'

Catherine Ward:

_

a. Commodore 230/500kV Substation;
.

b. Waterford 230kV Substation Upgrade;

c._ Waterford — Commodore 230kV Transmission Line;
_

d; Right-of-Way Acquisition for the Waterford — Commodore 230kV and 500kV

Transmission Lines (including the generalized substation-to-substation corridor
proposed by the Company for the new Waterford — Commodore 230kV line);

_

and .
K

-

_

e. Iberville — Commodore 230kV Line Rebuild;

and _fi.1rther find that undertaking the construction of each those Project

_

components would therefore be prudent and in accordance with the Transmission

Siting Order and other applicable Commission orders; and

3. Find that under the circumstances described in the Company’s Application, the

Commission’s public interest determination prior to ELL’s construction of the
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in West Bank ‘Project would «be beneficial to the Commission and ultimately
to customers;

_

'

-

" ' '

4'; Find. that the generalized siting of"the West Bank 230kV ‘Project is appropriate
and that its construction is'.a‘7reasonable and cost-effective solution ‘to provide

.

_

reliable 'e'le'c_tric service as a result of the contracted and forecasted load growth in
' I the Amite South region as described in the Company"s_ Application;

5. Find’ -that the actual retail revenue requirement associated with the prudently
incurred costs of the West Bank 230kV Project, an estimate of which is provided
by Company witness Ryan _Jones in his Direct Testimony, is deemed eligible for

recovery-‘by the Company" through the appropriate recovery mechanism at the

_time that the components ofthe West Bank‘2i30kV Project are placed in service;
A

6. ‘1'3i1id’,th‘at,. as provided in the'Commission’s Special Order No. 7-2000, dated_'

_

Marchi272,—1 2000, the confidential testimony, exhibits, and ‘-other materials‘

. -referenced in this; Application shall, be exempt from public disclosure pursuant to
the Commission’s ‘General Order dated August 31, 1992, and Rule 12.1 of the

Rules of Practice and Procedure of the Louisiana Public Service Commission;

_ 7-,.‘ Direct that the period for interventions and protests be shortened to 15 days;

8. Direct theprocedural ‘steps necessary to facilitate a Commission decision on the
'

Company’s Application within 180 ‘days of the filingofthe Application (consistent
with Section X ofthe Comrni_ssiori’s Transmission Siting Order) but, in any event,

no‘ latenthan the Commission’s December 2024 Business & Executive ‘Session;

2 9.
:
‘Direct that notice of all matters in.these proceedings be" sent to Lawrence I. Hand,
Jr., St_acy‘Castaing, Matthew T. Brown, D. Skylar Rosenbloom,.Meta Danzey, Mark
Strain, and L. Richard Westerburg, Jr. as representatives of the Company; and

'

i

10." Orant such. other relief to which the Company showsitself to be‘ entitled.
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Respectfully submitted,

‘Matthew T. Brown, La. Bar No. 25595 v

D. Skylar Rosenbloom, La. Bar No. 31309

Meta Danzey, Ms. Bar No. 103251
' 639 Loyola‘Avenue

Mail Unit L-ENT-26E

New Orleans, Louisiana 70113

Telephone: (504) 576-4645
'

Facsimile: (504)576-5579
mbrow12 enter .com

_drosenb enter .com
'

mdanze enter .com

-and-

‘Mark Strain, Tx.‘Ba'r No. 00785067

Duggins Wren Mann &. Romero, LLP

600 Congress Avenue, Suite 1900
'

Austin, Texas 78701

Telephone: (512) 744-9300

Facsimile: (512) 744-9399.

mstrain@dwmrlaw.com

-and_.-.

L. Richard Westerlourg, Jr., Tx: Bar No.,.21216950
'

6:119 Willowcrest Court

Spring, Texas 773 89

Telephone: (512) 913-2483

Lrw'r54 ahoo.com

ATTORNEYSVFOR —

-ENTERGY LOUISIANA, LLC
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