LOUISIANA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS DIVISION

DOCKET NUMBER U-37764

ENTERGY LOUISIANA, LLC, EX PARTE

In re: 2025 Request to initiate Integrated Resource Planning process
pursuant to the General Order (Corrected) dated August 24, 2024 (R-36262).

PARTIAL RULING ON JOINT MOTION TO COMPEL

On April 17, 2026, the Alliance for Affordable Energy (“Alliance™), Sierra Club, the Union
of Concerned Scientists (“UCS”) and the Southern Renewable Energy Association (“SREA™)
(collectively, the “Movants™”) filed with the Louisiana Public Service Commission
(*Commission™) a Joint Motion to Compel Entergy Louisiana, LLC to Engage in a Mandatory
Discovery Process (“Joint Motion™) in Docket No. S-37764." Pursuant to Section 10(e) of
Attachment A to the Commission’s Corrected General Order dated August 28, 2024 (R-36262)
(“IRP Order”)>, the proceeding was converted to a “U” docket, assigned to an administrative law
judge (“ALJ”), and a status conference was scheduled. On April 20, 2026, a Partial Ruling on the
Joint Motion was issued, in which any current procedural dates and/or schedule were suspended.
At an April 30, 2026 status conference, a procedural scheduled was established to address the
question of whether discovery is allowed in Integrated Resource Planning (“IRP”) proceedings.

On May 15, 2026, the Movants filed a Brief in Support of the Joint Motion. On June 3, 2026, the

" Docket No. S-37764, Entergy Louisiana, LLC, ex parte, Inre: 2025 Request to initiate Integrated Resource Planning
process pursuant to the General Order (Corrected) dated August 24, 2024 (R-36262).

* Attachment A of the Corrected General Order issued April 28, 2024 contains the Rules that govern Integrated
Resource Planning for Electric Utilities in Louisiana (“IRP Rules™).

3 Commission Corrected General Order issued April 28, 2024, Docket No. R-36262, Louisiana Public Service
Commission, ex parte, In re: Possible Modification of the Commission's Integrated Resource Planning Rules to
Remove the Exemption for Electric Cooperatives.
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Commission Staff filed a Reply Brief, the Louisiana Energy Users Group (“LEUG”) filed a Reply

Brief and Exhibits, and Entergy Louisiana, LLC (“ELL”) filed a Brief in Opposition.

HAVING CONSIDERED the Joint Motion to Compel Entergy Louisiana, LLC to Engage
in a Mandatory Discovery Process, the Brief in Support, Commission Staff’s Reply, the Reply and

Exhibits of LEUG, and the Opposition Brief of ELL;

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the Joint Motion is granted, in part, and deferred. in part.
Accordingly, discovery is permitted in Commission IRP proceedings. The parties are to conduct
discovery in this matter in accordance with the Commission Rules of Practice and Procedure and
the Louisiana Code of Civil Procedure. The parties are to re-issue any discovery previously
propounded in this matter so that ELL can respond (or provide specific written objections with
reasons) to any such discovery requests. Please note that this ruling does not evaluate the merits
of any discovery requests, only confirms the ability to conduct discovery in Commission IRP

proceedings.

IT IS HEREBY FURTHER ORDERED that the schedule for the IRP process, as
outlined in Section 10(f) of the IRP Order and Rules, is to recommence with Event 4 (the filing of

stakeholder written comments), with Event 4 scheduled for Monday, August 17, 2026.

REASONING

In the IRP Order, the Commission adopted the latest set of Rules that govern Integrated
Resource Planning for Electric Utilities in Louisiana (“IRP Rules™)*. IRP is a utility planning

process that develops long range resource plans by seeking the optimal combination of resources

4 Attachment A to the IRP Order.
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to meet forecasted load requirements at the lowest reasonable cost, subject to certain objectives
and constraints.’ A utility seeking approval of an IRP mﬁst partake in a collaborative working
process, defined as a process in which utility and non-utility stakeholders have an opportunity to
provide input into the development of the Integrated Resource Plans developed under the IRP
Rules.®

Pursuant to the IRP Order, ELL filed its first set of data assumptions into the record on
January 21, 2026. In response to ELL’s refusal to respond to discovery requests following a March
6, 2026 Stakeholder Meeting the Movants filed the Joint Motion. The Movants requested that: 1)
the Commission order ELL to provide time-bound (i.e., within 10 days), written responses to
written questions; 2) the Commission direct ELL to make a supplemental IRP Data Filing; 3) the
Commission extend certain deadlines; and 4) that an administrative law judge be assigned for
disposition of the Joint Motion. Section 10(e) of the IRP Rules provides that “[e]ach IRP Process,
as contemplated by this section will be docketed as a Staff-level proceeding beginning with the
letter “I”. An Administrative Law Judge will only be assigned in the event of a discovery or
procedural dispute, or if so ordered by the Commission, at which time the docket would convert
to a “U” docket.” Accordingly, the matter was converted to a “U” docket, assigned to an ALJ, and
a status conference was scheduled. Further, a Partial Ruling was issued suspending any current
procedural schedule. On April 27, 2026, ELL filed Updated IRP Data Assumptions. At the April
30, 2026 status conference, the ALJ determined that in order to compel discovery the initial issue
to be determined is whether discovery is allowed in IRP proceedings. Thereafter, a schedule was

established to allow the parties to brief the question.

3 Section 2(i) of IRP Rules.
6 Section 2(d) of IRP Rules.
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Joint Movants” argue that the plain text of the Commission’s rules contemplate discovery
in IRP proceedings, in that Section 10(e) of the IRP Rules explicitly provides a mechanism for the
resolution of discovery disputes. Joint Movants point out that there cannot be a discovery dispute
without opportunity to engage in discovery as any other interpretation would render Section 10(e)
meaningless. Commission Staft agrees that a plain reading of Section 10(e) makes clear that the
Commission intended to authorize discovery in IRP dockets. LEUG further agrees that there could
not be a discovery dispute if discovery were not allowed.

ELL contends that formal written discovery is not, and never has been, a component of the
IRP process at the Commission. ELL asserts that discovery is not required or appropriate because
the IRP is a collaborative process, which is different from a litigation proceeding. Further, ELL
argues that the schedule detailed in Section 10 of the IRP Rules does not afford a reasonable
timeframe for discovery. ELL contends that the IRP process is collaborative in that there is a
review of, and comments on, ELL’s resource plan, without a Commission adjudication.

The basic objectives of the Louisiana discovery process are (1) to afford all parties a fair
opportunity to obtain facts pertinent to the litigation, (2) to discover the true facts and compel
disclosure of these facts wherever they may be found, (3) to assist litigants in preparing their cases
for trial, (4) to narrow and clarify the basic issues between the parties, and (5) to facilitate and
expediate the legal process by encouraging settlement or abandonment of less than meritorious
claims.’” Parties may obtain discovery regarding any matter, not privileged, which is relevant to

the subject matter involved in the pending action.® The Louisiana Supreme Court explained that

" Hodges v. S. Farm Bureau Cas. Ins. Co., 433 S0.2d 125, 129 (La.1983).
8 La. C.C.P. art. 1422.
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the discovery rules are not ends in themselves, but are meant to aid in the search for the truth.” The
Court further explained that the purpose of discovery is to afford all parties a fair opportunity to
obtain facts pertinent to litigation, to discover the true facts, and compel disclosure of these facts
wherever they may be found.!”

In Commission proceedings the parties conduct themselves pursuant to the Commission’s
Rules of Practice and Procedure and relevant Commission Orders. Rule 63 of the Rules of Practice
and Procedure provides that “formal discovery shall be conducted in adjudicatory proceedings in
accordance with the Louisiana Code of Civil Procedure but may be limited at the discretion of the
administrative law judge.” Rule 32 of the Rules of Practice and Procedure directs that the “rules
of evidence shall be applied liberally in any proceeding to the end that all needful and proper
evidence shall be conveniently, inexpensively and speedily heard while preserving the substantive
rights of the parties to the proceeding.” These mandates can be interpreted to understand that the
Commission expects discovery as it relates to Commission proceedings to be given the same broad
treatment established under Louisiana law.

The IRP Rules provide that an ALJ will only be assigned in the event of a discovery or
procedural dispute.'! By providing a mechanism for how to handle a dispute about discovery, the
language of the IRP Rules presupposes that discovery is occurring in the proceeding. Under La.
Civ. Code Ann. art. 9, “where a law is clear and unambiguous and its application does not lead to

absurd consequences, the law shall be applied as written and no further interpretation may be made

 Hicks v. USAA Gen. Indem. Co.,2021-00840, p. 7 (La. 3/25/22); 339 S0.3d 1106, 1112.
10 Id
' Section 10(e) of IRP Rules.
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in search of the intent of the legislature.” Therefore, the plain language of this provision indicates
that the Commission intended for IRP proceedings to include discovery.

While this dispute arises out of a non-adversarial proceeding, the IRP Rules expressly
provide that the rules are intended to encourage a collaborative working process with
stakeholders'?, and that the purpose of stakeholder meetings and advance filings is so that
stakeholders can be part of the collaborative process that will provide valuable insight into the
utility’s IRP." It is difficult to provide valuable insight on incomplete information. Therefore, for
stakeholders to contribute to the IRP process in a manner contemplated by the IRP Rules,
stakeholders must have accurate and complete information provided by the utility. Further, the
Commission has been explicit in its limitation of discovery in other matters, such as utility
generation deactivation and retirement decisions'?, and in the St. Charles power station quarterly
progress reports'’®. The Commission Staff has stated in Comments filed in a previous IRP
proceeding, that that no formal discovery is allowed in IRP proceedings;'® however, the issue was
not litigated, nor did the Commission adopt any such determination in their Order. Consequently,
the Commission Staft Comments are not binding or persuasive in this matter.

Based upon the arguments of the parties and the language of the IRP Order and Rules, it is

determined that discovery is permitted in Commission IRP proceedings. The parties should

12 Section 1 of the IRP Rules.

13 Section 10(f)(iv) of the IRP Rules.

'* General Order dated October 19, 2018 at 10, Docket No. U-34407, Louisiana Public Service Commission, ex parte,
In re: Rulemaking docket to consider whether or not the Commission should exercise its authority over future utility
generation deactivation and retirement decisions and the rules and procedures that could apply to any such exercise
of authority.

' Order No. U-37700 at 51, Docket No. U-37700, Entergy Louisiana, LLC, Entergy Gulf States Louisiana, L.L.C and
Entergy Louisiana Power, LLC, In re: Joint Application for Approval to Construct St. Charles Power Station, and for
Cost Recovery.

'® Commission Staff Revised Comments of the Louisiana Public Service Commission Staff on Draft IRP Report filed
August 23, 2019, Docket No. U-34694, Entergy Louisiana, LLC, ex parte, In re: Request to Initiate 2017 Integrated
Resource Planning (“IRP”) Process Pursuant to the General Order No. R-30021 (Corrected) dated April 20, 2012.
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conduct discovery in IRP proceedings in accordance with the Commission Rules of Practice and
Procedure and the Louisiana Code of Civil Procedure.

Baton Rouge, Louisiana, this 15" day of June 2026.

27

Anms ive Law Judge

cc: Official Service List

Louisiana Public Service Commission
Administrative Hearings Division
11™ Floor, Galvez Building
602 North Fifth Street
Post Office Box 91154
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70821-9154
Telephone (225) 219-9417
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Service List for U-37764
as of 6/15/2026

Commissioner(s)
Jean-Paul P. Coussan
Mike Francis
Davante Lewis
Foster L. Campbell
Eric Skrmetta

LPSC Staff Counsel
Justin Bello, LPSC Staft Attorney

LPSC Staff
Donnie Marks, LPSC Ultilities Division
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LPSC Consultant
R. Lane Sisung
United Professionals Company
3850 North Causeway Blvd., Suite 1930
Metairie, LA 70002
Email: lane@sisung.com
Fax: (504)544-7701; Phone: (504)544-7724

Julie Viviano

United Professionals Company

3850 North Causeway Blvd., Suite 1930
Metairie, LA 70002

Email: julie@sisung.com

Fax: (504)544-7701; Phone: (504)544-7711

Jake Chapman

United Professionals Company

3850 North Causeway Blvd., Suite 1930
Metairie, LA 70002

Email: jake@sisung.com

Fax: (504)544-7730; Phone: (504)544-7701

Jonathan Bourg

United Professionals Company

3850 North Causeway Blvd., Suite 1930
Metairie, LA 70002

Email: jbourg@sisung.com

Fax: (504)544-7702; Phone: (504)544-7728

Company : Entergy Louisiana, LLC
Meta C. Danzey
Entergy Services, LLC
639 Loyola Avenue
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Mail Unit L-ENT-26E

New Orleans, LA 70113

Email: mdanzey@entergy.com

Fax: (504)576-5579; Phone: (504)576-4645

Matthew T. Brown

Entergy Services, LLC

639 Loyola Avenue

Mail Unit L-ENT-26E

New Orleans, LA 70113

Email: mbrow12@entergy.com

Fax: (504)576-5579; Phone: (504)576-4645

Lawrence J. Hand Jr.

Entergy Louisiana, LLC

4809 Jetferson Highway

Mail Unit L-JEF-357

Jefferson, LA 70121

Email: lhand@entergy.com

Fax: (504)840-2681; Phone: (504)840-2528

Ryan D. Jones

Entergy Services, LLC

4809 Jetferson Highway

Main Unit L-JEF-357

Jefferson, LA 70121

Email: rjone25@entergy.com

Fax: (504)840-2681; Phone: (504)840-2615

Michael J. Plaisance
Entergy Services, Inc.
639 Loyola Avenue
Mail Unit L-ENT-26E
New Orleans, LA 70113
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Intervenor :

Email: mplaisa@entergy.com
Fax: (504)576-5579; Phone: (504)576-4122

Southern Renewable Energy Association
Simon Mahan

Southern Renewable Energy Association (SREA)
11610 Pleasant Ridge Road, Suite 103 #176

Little Rock, AR 72223

Email: simon@southernwind.org

Fax: ; Phone: (337)303-3723

Whit Cox

Southern Renewable Energy Association (SREA)
11610 Pleasant Ridge Road, Suite 103 #176
Little Rock, AR 72223

Email: whit@southernrenewable.org

Fax: ; Phone: (501)701-0874
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Intervenor : Louisiana Energy Users Group
Randy Young
Kean Miller, LLP
400 Convention Street, Suite 700 (70802)
Post Office Box 3513
Baton Rouge, LA 70821-3513
Email: Randy.Young@keanmiller.com
Fax: (225)388-9133; Phone: (225)387-0999

Carrie R. Tournillon

Kean Miller, LLP

400 Convention Street, Suite 700 (70802)
Post Oftice Box 3513

Baton Rouge, LA 70821-3513

Email: carrie.tournillon@keanmiller.com
Fax: (504)585-3051; Phone: (504)585-3056

Gordon D. Polozola

Kean Miller, LLP

400 Convention Street, Suite 700 (70802)
Post Office Box 3513

Baton Rouge, LA 70821-3513

Email: gordon.polozola@keanmiller.com
Fax: (225)388-9133; Phone: (225)387-0999
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Intervenor :

Alliance for Affordable Energy
Alaina DiLaura

Alliance for Affordable Energy

4505 S. Claiborne Ave.

New Orleans, LA 70125

Email: alaina@all4energy.org

Fax: ; Phone: (504)208-9761

Logan Atkinson Burke

Alliance for Affordable Energy

4505 S. Claiborne Avenue

New Orleans, LA 70125

Email: Logan@all4energy.org

Fax: (504)313-3478; Phone: (504)208-9761

Sophie Zaken

Alliance for Affordable Energy

4505 S. Claiborne Avenue

New Orleans, LA 70125

Email: regulatory@all4energy.org

Fax: (504)313-3478; Phone: (504)208-9761

Shannon Fisk

Earthjustice

1617 JFK Blvd, Suite 1675
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Fax: ; Phone: (215)717-4522
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Intervenor : Union of Concerned Scientists
Paul Arbaje
Union of Concerned Scientists
200 East Randolph Street
Suite 5151
Chicago, IL 60601
Email: parbaje@ucs.org
Fax: ; Phone: (617)716-6314

Sam Gomberg

Union of Concerned Scientists
1825 K St. NW
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Washington, DC 20006
Email: sgomberg@ucs.org
Fax: ; Phone: (202)331-6953

Jeff Deyette

Union of Concerned Scientists
2 Brattle Square
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Fax: ; Phone: (617)301-8012
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Intervenor : - Sierra Club
Joshua Smith
Sierra Club Environmental Law Program
2101 Webster Street, Suite 1300
Oakland, CA 94612-3011
Email: joshua.smith@sierraclub.org
Fax: (510)208-3140; Phone: (415)977-5560

Kristin Henry

Sierra Club

2101 Webster Street, Suite 1300

Oakland, CA 94612

Email: kristin.henry@sierraclub.org

Fax: (415)977-5793; Phone: (415)977-5560
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Sierra Club Environmental Law Program
2101 Weber Street, Suite 1300

Oakland, CA 94612
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Fax: ; Phone: (415)977-5589

Intervenor : Environmental Defense Fund
Harry J Vorhoff
Plauche & Carr LLP
450 Laurel Street, Ste. 1850
Baton Rouge, LA 70801
Email: Harry@plauchecarr.com
Fax: ; Phone: (225)256-4028
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Megan K. Terrell

Plauche & Carr LLP

450 Laurel Street, Ste. 1850
Baton Rouge, LA 70801

Email: Megan@plauchecarr.com
Fax: ; Phone: (225)256-4028

Liz Russell

Environmental Defense Fund
2021 Lakeshore Drive Suite 210
New Orleans, LA 70122

Email: lwrussell@edf.org

Fax: ; Phone: (504)289-6190

Kahlida Lloyd

Environmental Defense Fund
2021 Lakeshore Drive Suite 210
New Orleans, LA 70122

Email: klloyd@edf.org

Fax: ; Phone: (504)289-6190

Ian Lloyd

Environmental Defense Fund
2101 Lakeshore Drive Suite 210
New Orleans, LA 70122

Email: illoyd@edf.org

Fax: ; Phone: (504)289-6190

Katherine Brubaker
Environmental Defense Fund
2101 Lakeshore Drive Suite 210
New Orleans, LA 70122

Email: kbrubaker@edf.org

Fax: ; Phone: (504)289-6190
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Intervenor :

Interested Party :

Kristen Henry

2101 Webster St., Suite 1300
OAKLAND, CA 94612

Email: kristen.henry@@sierraclub.org
Fax: ; Phone: (415)235-0947

Conservative Energy Network
Brent Bailey

Vice President, EPL Advisors

228 Avalon Circle

Brandon, MS 39047

Email: brent.bailey@efficientpl.com
Fax: ; Phone: (601)360-8720
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