BEFORE THE
LOUISIANA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

DOCKET NO. 1-37765

CLECO POWER, LLC, EX PARTE

In re: 2025 Request to initiate Integrated Resource Planning process pursuant to the General
Order (Corrected) dated August 28, 2024 (R-36262).

COMMENTS OF COMMISSION STAFF REGARDING IRP MODELING
ASSUMPTIONS

Commission Staff (“Staff”) appreciates the information Cleco Power, LLC (*Cleco”) has provided
to date within the IRP process. The information provided in Cleco’s filing and stakeholder meeting
has been helpful in understanding the overall modeling framework. Cleco initially filed an interim
IRP pursuant to LPSC Order No. U-36923 upon which Staff propounded discovery. Subsequently,
Cleco requested and was allowed to merge that Interim IRP with this current cyclical IRP. It was
Staff’s understanding that upon that merger, Cleco would continue to answer its previously issued
discovery. To date, Staff has received no responses. The purpose of Staff’s discovery is to help
identify potential items that should be addressed prior to the engagement of developing the actual
IRP. Accordingly, Staff encourages Cleco to work with Staff in answering the discovery responses
to avoid potential issues where Staff objects to issues in its proposed IRP that could have been
resolved through a collaborative discovery process.

Based on the information Staff has received, as Cleco proceeds toward development of its Draft
IRP and associated resource planning decisions, Staff offers the following comments regarding
areas where additional clarity would support a more complete understanding of how modeling
assumptions translate into near-term planning outcomes.

1. Timing of Resource Additions

Staff appreciates that Cleco’s three load futures are intended to capture three potential outcomes:
(1) Future 1 in which load continues without the addition of a large load; (2) Future 2 in which
load increases significantly in the near term due to a large load addition and then continues along
the general upward trajectory of Future 1; and (3) Future 3 that recognizes the near term large-load
addition and then continue to accelerate load growth at a significant rate.

Staft expects that the IRP will clearly describe how, within each of these scenarios — and with the
uncertainty as to timing and reality of each — the IRP modeling informs the timing of resource
additions within the 5-year action plan, particularly in relation to the expected ramp of large load
additions.



2. Generation Cost and Performance

Cleco informed stakeholders that the costs it has included for some of its generation options
include a 40% contingency factor due to uncertainties in the market. Staff anticipates that the IRP
will utilize the best information available to Cleco regarding the cost of generation, avoiding
general contingency figures to the greatest extent possible. When its final assumptions are outlined
in the IRP report, Cleco should provide stakeholders with the data upon which those cost
assumptions are based.

3. Transmission Assumptions and Deliverability

Staff expects that the IRP will clearly identify the extent to which the analysis assumes the
availability of external capacity resources to meet reserve margin requirements, and how such
assumptions influence the need for in-zone resource additions, including whether Cleco’s plan is
intended to rely primarily on internally available resources or assumes access to capacity from
resources located outside of Cleco’s service area.

Conclusion

Staff believes that the areas identified above are important to ensuring transparency and clarity in
how modeling assumptions translate into near-term planning decisions. Staff remains available
and would welcome the opportunity to meet with Cleco to discuss these issues further prior to the
initiation of any resource procurement processes, including any related requests for proposals.
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