
LOUISIANA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

VOLT BROAI)BANI), LLC, I)()CKI<L'I‘ N0.

EX PART]?

IN RE: PETITION 014‘ VOLT I3ROAl)ISANI), LLC FOR DESIGNATION AS AN

ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER PURSUANT TO

SECTION 214(0) OF TIIE COMMUNICATIONS ACT OF I934 FOR TIIE

PURPOSE OF FULFILLING TIIE FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS

COMMISSION‘S REQUIREIVIEI\'TS OF THE RURAL DIGITAL

OPPORTUNITY FUND PHASE I AUCTION AND REQUEST FOR

EXPEDITEI) CONSIDERATION

EXI'IlBl’I' A

VOLT BROADBAND, LLC’S

ARTICLES OF ORGANIZATION AND

INITIAL REPORT
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STATIC OF L()UIS'lAl\'A

AR'l'l(II.F,S OF ()R(2A\'l7..~\'l‘l()N

(R.S. lZ:l30l)

I. TIIL‘ nmnc nftllis limitv.-(I liability cnlnpnng is:

VOLT BROADBAND. l.I.(',

2‘ This cmnrmuy is foruwd fur tho purpose of:

ITNGAGING IN ANY I,AW]’UI_ ACTIVITY l’()R WIIICII LIMITED LIABILITY ('0MPAT\‘I]':S

\/IAY B13 l-'(JR.\/1}-ID

3. The duration of this lin1ite(l liability uunpaiuy is: (may he [1orpL‘tu1Il):

PFRT‘]‘:TUAL

4. This cun1pany is"

MANAGIZRVMANAGEI)

I
O(lm'pro\'isinns:
The business ofVolL Broadbzuul. LII‘ zhnll he n12u1ugcd by or Llndcr the authority ofone or more

managers at wpccilicd in an ()pcmting Agmeliiml.

John Moroni and .lclTChu1'cl1wcll um dcmglatcd as the Ce1‘tIl'y1ng Ollicials for Volt Bruadballd. LLC‘

pursuant to La. RS. I2: 1305((,')(5). Persmis dealing with V011 Bmudband. 1.l4(' may rely upon 1

certiliczitc slgned by John .\/luruni nrJcfi'(‘1IL11'cl1w'cll lo cilzihlisli the n1cn1hcrs|\ip nfzmy mcmhcr. the

authenticity nfany records ofVoll Broudbzmd. [LC
,
or the auLl1o1iLy ofany pcrsun In aL'L nu hclmllioll

Volt Bmadbamtl, LLC
, ii1clLI<lin;_1_ but nut lnnulcd. the uulliomy lu Luku Lhc uclimis re1i:11'cd to u1 La. R.S.

I2: 1 3 1 8(B).

The full name and strccl address nftllc m'gani7.er is Luke 1'. Piomck, R()lfl)F.I,. l"ARSO.\’S. KOCH.

BLACl<ll‘:, BALlI()FF & MCCOLIISTF/R, A I,.(',.. 8440 .le1Tcrs<i1i Higliway. Suiic 30], Halmi

Rouge, Lnuisianzi 70809-7654

The filing nfa false public i'ccui‘d, Willi the knowledge of its lhlsity, is a criluc, sillijccliiig tho

filer to lino nr i11|p1'is0n111c11t or bath umlvr R.S. 14:133.

BY TYP|T\'(i MY NAV1l7 BIZLOVV, I IIERJEBY CERTIFY THAT I AM THE ()lZGA\II7,I-‘R.

ELECTROI\'IC SIGNATURE: LUKI3 PIONTFK (1 I/28/2020)

'|‘l'l‘l,F.: ()R(IA:\7I7,IZR

LIMITED I.IAl§ll,l'I‘\" (‘.()IVlI'ANY INITIAL Rl£}’()R”l‘

(R.S. 12: I305 (E))

Tlu: name nl' this limited liability cuiiqnliiy is:

VOLT BROADBAND, l_I_(T

The location and municipzil iiddi-cw (not xi P.0. Box only) of this limited liulrility co1npan_v‘s

1'i*gistci'L'd uflicc:

150 L'III{IS'I'IAN I)RlVI;‘

RAYVII.I.l":. LA, 71 269

Mailing /\(ldn~sc:

P.O. BOX I577



VVINNSBOR0. LA. 71295

The full name and municipal znddmss (nut 21 l’.0. Box nnly) nfcacln nfthiv limited liability

cu1npany's rcgistci-ct] xgt-11t(s) ixlzurez

LUKE PIOI\TEK

8440 JlZ17FERSO_\’ IIIGIIWAY STF 301

BATON ROUGE, LA, 7080‘)

T111‘ uann- and municipal addiws (not a I’.(). Box’ only) oftllc lnanagcrs or n1u1nhc1's:

JI_7l’F CHURCHW}’.I,l, (MANAGER?

1411 LANDIS STREl_7T

WTNNSTSORO, LA, 71295

The filing of u {also public record, with the knowledge of its falsity, is la crinu*, subjecting the

filer to fineor inxprismnnent or lmth under RS. I4: 133.

BY TYPIXG MY NAMI7. BELOW, l IIEREBY CJJRTIFY THAT [AM Till.’ ORGANIZER.

ELECTRONIC SIGNATURE: LUKE PIONTEK (I l/28/2(l2())

'I‘lTI.F.: ORGANJZIER
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'f{h,;,'4,V“i-’,y\\if Agent Affldavlt and Acknowledgement of Acceptance

’?A7A’R;'0;'§‘

CharterNumber: 44167704K

Charter Name: VOLT BROADBAND‘ LLC

The agent I agents listed below accept the appointment of registered agent for and on behalf of the Charter Name above.

Date Responded Agent(s) Agent(s) Electronic Sig nature

11/30/2020 LUKE PVONTEK LUKE PIONTEK



LOUISIANA PUBLIC SICRVICIC COMMISSION

VOLT BROADBAND, LLC, l)()CKF.T NO.

EXPARTE

IN RE: I’ETI’I'ION OF VOLT BROADBANI), LLC FOR DESIGNATION AS AN

EIIIGIBIJC TICLECOMMUNl(YATl0NS (IARRIER PURSUANT TO

SI§(7TlON 2I4(c) OF TIIE COMMUNICATIONS ACT OF I934 FOR THE

PURPOSE OF FULFILLING TIIE FEDERAL COMMUNl(‘ATI()NS

COMMISSIONS REQUIREMENTS OF THE RURAI, I)|GITAI.

()I’I’ORTUNI"I'Y FUND PHASE I AUCTION AND REQUEST FOR

EXPEDITED CONSIDERATION

EXIIIBIT B

VOLT BROADBAND, LLC’S

CER'I'II<'ICATE OF GOOD STANDING
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VOLT BROADBAND, LLC

A limited liability company domiciled in RAYVILLE, LOUISIANA,

filed charter and qualified L0 do business in this State on November 30, 2020,

Ifurther certify that the records of this Office indicate the company has paid all fees due

the Secretary of State, and so far as the Office of the Secretary of State is concerned, is

in good standing and is alithnrimd to do business in this State.

Ifuithei certify mat this certificate is not intended Lu reflect the financial condition of

this company since this information is not available from the records of this Office,

Y LO

(Q S“ . Mg/1,,>
In leslunonyvvhereof, lhave hereunlo sel my

& e‘ ; x ’(:(.vy
hand and caused the Seal of my Offioe lo be Av Q

I.-'1
‘

‘t.
affixed al the City of Baton Rouge on, u) V x u“\;~,\ y

*
,
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Januarys 2021
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K f M certificate In: 11318s39r¢swM73

To valldalc this oertificale, visit lhe following web sile,

go lo Business Services, Search for Louisiana

(
Business Filings, Validate a Certificate, then follow

< Ihe insliuclions displayed,

7

www.sos.la.gov
Web 441 6/ 704K
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l4()UlSIANA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

VOLT RROADBANI), LLC, l)0CKI£'I‘ NO.

EXP/IRTE

IN RE: PETITION OF VOLT BROADBANI), LLC FOR DESIGNATION AS AN

ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER PURSUANT T0

SECTION 214(9) OF THE COMMUNICATIONS ACT OI’ 1934 FOR THE

PURPOSE OF FULFILLING THE FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS

COMMISSI()N’S REQUIREM ENTS OF THE RURAL DIGITAL

OPPORTUNITY FUND l'IIASEl AUCTION AND REQUEST FOR

EXPEDITED CONSIDERATION

EXIIIBIT C

FC(I’S PUBLIC NOTICE,

RURAL DIGITAL OPPORTUNITY FUND

PHASE] AUCTION (AUCTION 904) CLOSES,

WINNING BIDDERS ANNOUNCEI) (WC DOCKET NO. I9-126, ETAL.)



Federm C°"‘""“"i°afi°"5 C°""mi55i°"
News Mama Invormanon: 2u2-41a.a5no

45 L Street, NE Internet: www rcc.gov

Washington, DC 20554 7"’ “”35‘5322

DA 20-1422

l)cccmlyer 7, Z020

RURAL DIGITAL OI’I’ORTUNI'I‘Y FUND PHASE 1 AUCTION (AUCTION 904)
Cl.OSl7.S

VVINNING BIDDERS ANNOUNCED

FCC FORM 683 DUE JANUARY 29, 2021

AU Docket N0. 20—34

WC Docket 19-126

WC Docket No. 10-‘)0

I. By this Public Notice, the Rural Broadbm1d Auctions Task |"o1'ce, Officc of liconomics

and Analytics (OI-TA). and Wirelinc C(\InpctiIim1 Bureau (WCB) zmnuunce that bidding in the Rural

Digital Opportunity Fund Phase I auction (Auction 904) concluded on November 25, 2020. There were

180 winning bidders in the auction, with the 10-year support amount totaling $9.23 billion and covering
5,220,833 locations in 49 states and one territory. Ofthe 5.295.771 Iocaliuiis in the 61,766 eligible
census block groups. approxiinatcly 99% oflhc locations an: covered by winning bids. While winning
bids are for a raiige of performance licrs. winning bids for Liownstwain speeds ufai least 100 mcgabils per

second (Mbps) Cover 99.7% olithcsc locations, with over 85% oflocations covered by winning bids for

Gigabit speed service.

2. Winning bidders are required to submit a post-auction application for support (I-‘CC Form

683) no later than January 29. 2021. Winning bidders that wisli to assign some ur all ul‘lhcir winning
bids to related entities must do so by I)cr:cinbcr 22, 2020. using tlic Divide Winning Bids process

described below.

I. WINNING BIDDERS

3. This Public Notice sunnnarizes the results ufthe auction and provides winning bidders

with important information, including FCC Form 683 liling rcqttinrnieiiis and support disburscincnt

matters. Key iiitbriiiatiuii appears in the following attaclunents:

Attachment A: “Winning Bidders Sununary“ lists for each bidder: the state, the l0—year assigned
support amount. and the number oliloeations assigned in winning bids.

Attaclunent Ii: “State Results Summary“ lists For each slate with eligible areas in Auction 904:

the total I0-year assigned suppon, the number of locations assigned. and the number of bidders

with winning bids.

Attacluncnt C: "1-’(.‘(.‘ Forin (:83: Application for Rural Digital Opportunity l-‘Lind Phase I Support
— Instructions."

4. A copy ofthis Public Notice will be sent to each qualified bidder via overnight delivery
to thc contact person at the Contact address listed in each qualilied biddefls s|ior't—for‘rri application (FCC

Form I83).



Fcrdcml Cunununiczltions Commission DA 20—l-422

II. AUCTION RESUITFS

5. CuI1currcnI with the rclcasc nfthis Public Notice‘ 1|Ic (‘olllnlission is I1mkiI1g available

the detailed auction results and bidding, infmntation described bclnvi.

Onlinc Map: An ilitcmclive visual i'epi'esentation oflhc auction results is available on

the Auction 904 web page (fix;/Vifbc.gov/ayction/904). On tlm

interactive map available at this nebpage, there are option: for

displaying, all eligible areas and non-winning hids. Clicking on a slate or

winning bid listed on the righbltand side ofthe map will zoom the map

to that area.

Results Dam: An online viewer of results data and downloadable files that include the

identities ofbiddexs and all their submitted bids are novt available in the

FCC Auctions Public Reporting System (auetiondata.fce.gov). for which

there is a link on the Results tab on the /tuetion 904 web page

(www.tbc.gov/auction/904).‘

6. Additionally, the Commission will soon make available certain, previotisl). withheld

information submitted in the applications tn participate in the auction (FCC Forms I83). This

information includes the statels) and perfornialice tier and latency e0mbinatim1(s) for which each

applicant was found to be eligible? ’l he applications are viewable tliimiglt the application search feature.

which can be accessed througli the Application Search tab on the Auction 904 web page.

III. POST-AUCTION PROCEDIIRES

7‘ Under the competitive bidding rules adopted in the Rural Digf/ul ()/7/in/‘Iii/lily Fzmd

()r~der-, Auction 904 winning bidders must File a post—auction application for support. also referred to as

FCC Forni (>83, consistent with all requirements ofthe long—forn1 application proeess.5 l-‘CC l’onn 683

has two discrete parts—the Divide Winning Bids portion! and the long-furni applicatitm portion. Each

winning bidder is required to file an FCC Form 683 to become authorized to receive support. Prior to

coinpleting the long—l‘orm application: portion. a winning bidder may divide its winning bids by assigning
them to related entities, as described below.‘ [fa winning bidder assigns its winning bids to related

‘ Because bids in Auction 904 nnplicd annual suppoit amounts, the bids and results data in the FCC‘ Auctions Public

Reporting System are on an annual basis, in cont:-ast to the I0—ycar total support amounts reported in Attaclnnents A

and U

I we will comtium to wnimold r.-om muunc public impaction .-espouse; to the xeumicat qnesnons m Appendix A or

the /lzlrhml 904 I’I'uu-dtllcs [’nb//4' ltblice and any supporting information; financial ittt'ot'ntatiott for which

confidential treatment was requested untler the section 0.459(a)(4) abbreviated confidential treatment process: and

any other inrmnataon subject to a rcqucsi rm connitcnimt ucaimcnt that it-as been granted or mnaans naming. on

Rural Dtgl/al Opparlrntily Firm! Phase I.»lnc1um .81-Iierftlletlfo/' ()e/r)I>c/' .79, 2020, .'\ alive um! Ftlmg lteqilileiuerilx
um! Other Pr'0cecizll'e.rfm‘./luv/wr1 904, AU Docket No. Z0—34 et al.. Public Notice, 35 I’(‘(‘ Red 6077. 6129-30.

para 141 (2020) (Anm'nn 904 /v-omiin-es Imblnt Nam-cl. triinlieir, to prevent possible public dissctnittattott or

information related to bids or bidding sti'atcgics in Auction lO7— —an auction for flexible-iise service licenses in the

3.7 Gllz Band in which bidding is sclieduled to eoinmence on Deceinber 3 the data fields in which applicants
identified specific spectrnin bands ilini they proposed to use and spectrum access attacliments will connnnc to be

withheld from routine public inspection until the proliihitioii ofceitain coininunications iii Auctimi I07 concludes.

Sue 47 CFR |,2 I05 (c), xlzic/ii1i1 ufFIcxi}1Iu—(,'.ie Sui vice Licemcs in I/Ia 3 7 3 98 GH: Ifwztl/22/ t\'exi—(itwt*Izi/ioiz

ii/‘tit:/cu Swvim. tom:ami/-mugIteqtiu-nmcni.t, .i/t'm'nunu tlpuntngiszdt-. i,',m-ant I’uVunen/.t nnt1r)zht»i-

I’irI('Ut{iiI‘evfoi'.»1iI('/inn /07. Iiiz/zling in .»liIt'lmIi I()7.\‘chudi/Iedlo Iicgm I)u*L'cIiihci (Y, .7020, AU Docket No. 2025,

Public Notice. 35 I-‘CC Red 8404. 8418. para 44 (Z020).

'47 Ci-‘i<§ 1.21004, (emu: /)r_tnlu/ o,»pmlt«mn Irtnn/at n/, wt‘ uuctet No iv-izo at ai. itepon anti order, ts

in‘ itcd exit‘ 0%, para 27. (7020) (rental I)zgtmI z),:,mrium/y Iumn at my

‘ /tmwoli 901 I’/'ncedz/i'e.i [’uhIiL‘ \r7liuu, 35 FCC’ Retl at 6l64-65. paras. 288-93‘

Z



Federal Communiczuliuns Conmxiasiun DA 20—1-422

cmities, those entities wlll be required Io file lhc long—{orm applicalion portion 011111 FCC Form (>83 for

thosc winning, bids. as dcscrihcd bclmv. A winning bidder will be responsible for completing the long-
tbrm appliczxlion pm1ion ofF('C Forln (:83 fox any winning bids that it docs not assign to a related entity.

8. Winning bidders that intend lo filo :1 long-form application: covering all their

winning bids are not required to participzutc in the Divide Winning Bids process. Any winning
bidder that does not submit the Divide Winning Bids purlimi olil-‘CC l"onn 683 piior to 6:00 p.m. F,T on

December 22‘ 2020, must file a loI1g—forin applicaliolt that covers all its winning bids. ln such

circumstances. the winning bidder must tile the lung—fonn application in its uwn rianie. be designated as

the eligible tclecoinintlnicatioiis carriex (l-ITC) to serve the relevant areas. be named in the requisite

letter(s) ofcredit, and fiiltill the public interest obligations associated with receiving Rural Digital

Opportttttity Fund Phase l sttpport.5

A. Divide Winning Bids Portion o1’F(fC Form 683

9. Any winning bidder that intends to assign smut: or all its winning bids tn related entities

must do so by submitting the Divide Winning Bids portion ofthe FCC l-‘Orin 683 during the Divide

\Vinning Bids filingwindow. The Divide Winning Bids filing window will open at l0:00 a.m. Eastern

Tittle (ET) on Wedttesday, December 9, 2020, and close at (i:ll0 p.m. ICT on Tuesday, December 22,

2020. During this period, a winning bidder will be able to log into the Auction Application System using
the FCC Registration Number (FRN) that it used to lile its sl1ort—t‘orin application and complete the

Divide Winning Bids puttion of FCC Form 683. The instructions in Attaclnnent C explain how a

winning bidder can assign its winning bids to related entities.

10. /\ winning bidder may only assign its winning bids to a related entity that is named in its

slxm't-form application or that was forined alter the slmrt—t'orin application deadline (i.e.. July 15, 2020).“

The Auction Application System will not permit a winning bidder to assign its winning bids to another

winning bidder. A related entity is an entity that is controlled by the winning bidder or is a member of(or

an entity controlled by a member of) a eonsoi'titun/joint venture ol'whieh the winning bidder is a

member." Thus, ifa holding company/parent company is ct winning bidder in Auction 904, the winning
bidder may designate one or more operating companies llial il controls to coniplele the ltmg-|‘ortn

application to receive Rural Digital Opportunity Fund support for some or all ofthe winning bids in a

state. lfa consortium/joint venture is a winning bidder in Auction 904, the entity may designate one or

nmre members (or entities controlled by members oi) the c0nsnI1iuIn/joint venture to complete the long—

form application to Rural Digital Opportunity Fund support for some or all otthe winning bids in a state,

ll. A winning bidder may assign winning bids to more than one entity in a single state, but it

cannot assign a single winning bid to more than one entity.” 'l hus. a ninning bidder may not split among

multiple entities either: l)e|igible census blocks within a winning bid tor an individual census block

group, or Z) separate census block groups within a winning package bid.“

‘ Subject to the limited exception described below lot‘ multiple operating companies operating in a state.

" /liwlm/1 904 l’rr1t'utltlI'et Pu/)Iit' i’\':)lit'e, 35 l"(‘C Red at 6165. para 291.

7 Id atoim. para 239.

X Id aroma, para 290.

" lor example, assume a winning bidder has three winning bids package bid A. package bid B, and single but (i.e.,

one census block group) c. The wmimig brdde.- could assign puctage bid A to one related slutty. package but is in

anothct related entity, and single bid F to a third entity The winning bidder could not assign sortie census block

groups front package bid A to one related entity and then the remaining census block groups front package bid A to

another entity. [‘hc entire package bid must be assigned to one related entity. similarly. the winning bidder could

not assign some eligible census blocks from single bid C to one entity and then the rcnittining eligible census blocks

from single bid (‘ to atiothet related entity. The entire ceitsiis block group envct'ed by the single winning bid ntusl

be assigned to one related entity.

3



Federal Culnnlunlcalimls Connllission DA 20-1422

12. Each entity that is assigned 2: winning hid (In-ough the I)i\'i(|c Winning Bids process

is the entity that must file the lmig-forni application portion of [FCC Form 683 in its own name.

Except fur one limited exception, that lung—furm applicant mnsl he designaterl as the eligible
tcleeonlmunieations carrier to serve the rclevrult area(s), he named in the requisite letter(s) of

credit, and fulfill the public interest ubligatiuns associatul with receiving Rural Digital Opportunity
Fund support.”

13. For administrative eonvenience, ifa winning bidder is a holding/parent company that has

mulii le u crating com anics in a state and intends lo assl H1 its winnin bids to mulli le 0 cratilivP P_ P
. _

E E P P E

companies in a state, it may choese one oflhose entitles to be the lead operating company." ln such

circumstances, lhe winning bids should be assigned tn that lead operating company, the lmig-foriii

application should be filed in the name oflhe lead operating company, the letter ofcredit should be in the

name ofthe lead operating company. and payments will be made to the study area code associated with

the lead operating company‘ lloweveia the long-form application must identify which operating

companies will meet the public interest obligations for which census block groups and documentation

must he submitted that deinonstrates that each oftlic opcrzitiitg companies has an ETC designation

covering the relevant census block groups. As decided in the Rum! [)igi/a1 Oppor-/zm:/y Fund (7:-do/',

colnplianee with the service milestones will he determined on a statewide basis across all the relevant

operating companies.”

14. A winning bidder that assigns some or all its winning bids to a related entity must inakc

several certifications in the Divide Winning Bids portion ot'FCC Form 683. ln particular, it must certify
and acknowledge that it:

I has assigned the winning bids to related entities that were named in the sliort-fortn application or

are newly formed,

- will iitforin each entity ofits filing obligation and cause each entity to submit a timely FCC Form

683 long-form application,

- will be at risk for delatilt ifany ofthe related entities do not submit a timely FCC Foriii 683 long»

form application, and

o will submit a timely FCC Form (>83 long—t‘orn1 application for any ofthe winning bids that it did

not assign to another entity.

R. Ohligation to Apply for Support — Loiig—Forin Application Portion of FCC Form

685

l5. A winning bidder that retains any ofits bids. as well as all entities that are assigned
winning bids by a winning bidder, must electronically submit the long—form application portion of]-‘CC

Form 683 covering those bids prior to the close ofthe l0r1g—ll>rrn application filingwindow. The long-
forin application filingwindow will open at l(I:l)t) a.m. ET on Thursday, January 14, 2021, and will

close at 6:00 p.m. ET on Friday, January Z9, 2021. Certain additional inforrrration may be suhnrittcd to

the Cornrnission after this tiling, window closes. as Llescr ibed below, The Auction Application System

will open a filingwindow at 10:00 a.m. ET on Tlrurstlay, January 14, 2021 to permit applicants to

submit this additional information by the relevant deadlines.

1. I)ea(|lincs

l6. Attacliment C ofthis Public Notice provides instr'ucti0ns for completing the long-form

applicatiori portion ol'FCC Form 683. These irixtrtrctioris are consistent with the Cotnmission‘s

l"
/ltI(‘li(m 9/l/I’I'm‘ezIIIr'es I’IIbIt(' .\'I:/rm’. 35 ITC Red at (iloi, para. '.Z9l.

ll Id at blbi, para. Z92.

‘3 Rtrral l')rgiru/ (lpprwrzrrrity Iruml Orxicr, 35 FCC Red at 712. para 54.
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requirements fully describcd in section 54 804(b) & (c) u|'lhc Coinnlissiolfs rules and paragraphs 286 to

322 ufthe Am"/ion 904 ]’r'0ccdur‘cs Plzlvlic /\/nIicu.'5 Below is a sL1n1InLu'y oflllc ixlfmlnation lhal mus! be

submi1lt:d by the applicahh: application deadlinesz“

0 Illfornulliun duc prior lo 6:00 p.In. ET on Friday, .l.1num'y 29, 2021:

o Applicant informatiml. including legal classificaticm (c.g., corporation. genera]
parmership. c1c,).jurisdiclion offm'|11atin|1. address. Contact infnnuatiun, and responsible
individual

0 Whether the applicant has already been designated as an eligible
tclccomnmnications carrier (l'C'['C) for all the eligible censu: block: in a vrinning,
bid(s)"

I lflhc applicam has already obtained a high-cost l-l'l'C dcsiglmlioli that cnvcrs all

tlic relevant areas in a state, it should mbmit the required ETC documemation

and certificatioil letter by this deadline so that Cummisskm staffcan

expeditiously verify the applicants ETC staitrs in the state

I lfthc applicant has obtained a liigh-cost E'[‘C dcsignatimi for only some olthc

rclcvant areas in a stale, Cummission staff will not verily the applicaltfs F,'l‘(7

status in a state until the applicant has suhniittcd the rcqliirul dtictiineiitatioii and

cmificatitm lcttcr for all the relevant areas in the state

0 Whether the applicant is required to submit audited financial statements during the

long-form application process and whether it seeks confidential trcatinent olitlmse

linatuzial statetnettts“

0 lnitial project uver\'ie\\(s) tleseribing at a |1igh—|evel the applicants intended teeltnology
and system design for eneh state with a winning hid." An applicant should not include

any confidential trade secrets or cumtnereial information in its ovet'view(s), wltich vtill be

made publicly a\'ailal)|e.

o Projt-et funding ilesei-iptiun(s) that explains how necessary construction will be funded

in each state”

o Spectrum access dcseription(s) detnonsuating that the applicant has sufficient access to

spectrum in each state. ifapplicablc”

" 47 Cl"R§ 54.804(b), (C); i-1m*tmn 904 I‘Inr:r*r/It/‘rs I‘H[t/it t’\n/ice. 35 FCC Red at 0103-78, pains. 286322; .\t:u ulm

Rurul l)i;:itt1/ 0/)[u)t'ltInzly Ftmd Order, 35 l’(TC Rcd at 7Z§~735. paras. 86-l 13.

“ As discussed in Attaelnncnt (T certain applicant inl'urtnation may be autmnatieally translietred liotn a winning
bi:t<tc.~'s shomrm-m application (rec ronu 183) to its tongroi-... application (rec t-mu ex};

'5
By June 7, 2021. the |ong—t'onn applicant must obtain from all the relevant states or the (‘ominissioii a higli-cost

ETC dcsignatiuiits) that cover its winning bid areas and upload the required docuinenmtiou and a certification tcner

tu its FCC Form 683. 47 CFR 54.804(b)(5); .-lttL'Ii(1t7 917-I I’/'m:udtIrc.\ I'Hf7/rt’ .\i'r:/In’, F5 IITC Red at 6176, para

316; Ieiiml nigiml (Ippin-/iiiiiiy I-‘iiiiiIz)i-aw-, 35 FCC Red at 72723, pm. 92.

"’ As noted below, the audited financial statements are due by June 7, Z02]. 47 Cl'R § 54 804(b)(4), xlt/ctzritt 904

I’/'l7t'edtIr'ux Public .\'iI1Il‘u, 35 FCC Red at 6 I 77. para. 3 l 8: Rm'u/ I)1gI/a/ ()ppnI’/ztlttly I"tmd ()I'dei', 35 l"(‘(' Rcd at

722. para. 240.

‘7 .Alztr'/u7t1 WM I’/l)L'L1zlHIc'\' I‘tiI7li< .\u/rm’, 35 l'L'C Rcd at 6l(i7, para 302

"5 47 CFR § 54.804(b)('.7)lvi), .-lzlcltlm 904 I’I‘()L'ddttI‘d.v I’1I/Ill: i\0/11.‘/2. 35 l“('L" l{C(l at 6l74—75. para 3|}; Ruin!

r>i'gi'iiiI rjppui iimi’i_ii I-‘iind (mrui, 35 tr('(‘ Red at 727. pm. 9 I.

" /lurtlnn 904 l’i'occd1iic.r I’uh/it .’\v/ic't'. 35 FCC Red at 6175. paras. 3l‘i—l4.
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o Agreement infolwmntion. including illforlmtion regarding any ag1'ee1nen1s relating to Lhc

applicanfs participation in Auctiun 9()1~“’

0 Ownership inforxnsltian. including information regarding entities that have an

ownership or other interest in the applicant um! associated Coininission—rcgu1alcd

hu<incs:c:3'

o Various certifications, including ccrlitications regarding the applicant‘s compliance
with statutory and regulatory rcqtlirclncms: finzmcial and leclinicul qnalificuiioiis;

available funds; compliance with the relevant public interest obligations and lZ’l'C

I'equii'einents: and spectrum access, if2tpplicabl<:"’

17. We adept a deadline 0f7() days from the release ofthis Public Notice for long-t"0rm

applicants to submit lcttcr of credit commitment letters. as ucll as detailed tct;l|ntology and svstcm dcsi in
.

E

dcscriptinns.3-‘

- Information due prior tn 6:00 p.m. ET on Monday, February 15, 2021:

o Letter oferedit commitment Iettcr(s) for each applicable state from a qualified bank

committing to issue an irrevocable stan(l—by letter ofcredit to the long-fnrin applicant in

the required fonn that covers the first year ofsuppon (at rt ininiinum).“ A long-form

applicant with winning bids in multiple states may submit a single coininitment letter that

covers all otthe relevant states as long as it is clear that the letter is applicable to the

relevant states‘

' At a Ininimum, the letter must provide the dollar amount olithe letter ulicredit

and the issuing bank’: agreement to follow the terms and conditions olilhe

Commissions model letter ofercdit in Appendix C ofthe [rural Digi/ul

Oppor/unity Fund (7rdc/’. 2‘

I The bunk eligibility requirements arc described in detail in parztgraph I07 ofthe

Rural Digital (7ppor‘Iu/1i/y Fzmcl ()rdur and section 94 804(c) ofthe

Cununission's rules.3"

o Detailed technology and system design descriptiun(s) fol‘ the apprmetl tecllnulogy for

each applicable state, including a network diagram certified by a professional engineer.

I Paragraphs 301 to 3]] ofthe Auction 904 l’r'occtlures Public Notice provide
detailed guidance on how an applicant can sttccessliully meet this requiretnentli

3° Id. at 6138, pain. 173.

1» 47 (‘FR I.2I tzrnt 54.x04(b)(2)(i); ./nation 904 /'4-on-aim: Imh/iz> .\o/rm. 35 IICC Red at (.165, para 295;

Ion-al Ingual nppmunlry /mud t)r-aw. 35 FCC Red at 726, pm. 37.

37
S212‘ e g ,

47 CFR § 5»l.804(lJ)(2)(ii}, (iii), (v), (vii); Azlc/[mi 9/74 Pr'rrLwlzIr'e.\ I’zII1llL- \/ulluu, 35 FCC Red at 6l65—

67. 6174-75. (il75-76, perms. 296-300. 3|Z, 3l4.

1‘ .r1m'liuI: 904 I’r'm'czi1Ir'ex I’uhlic r\'u1Iz:e, 35 FCC Rod at 6 I67. 6 I 76, paras 303, 3 l 5 (stating that this inforntatiun

wmria be due ‘iwiiihin the spccirma number-ordays artcnltc mica,-c urine Auction 904 closing public notice“)

3" 47 Cl"l{§ 54.804(b)(3). (C)('.Z);.'lIILll'0n 904 I'I'm:edtI/'e.t l'uhIlc \nlIa>, 35 l"C(‘ Rctl tll 6176. pala. 3 I5. Rzlml

I>lgrla/ 0,7pnrmnm- nmd ()rdtu<, ".5 FCC Red at 732, para. too

3‘ /lzlclimt 907 I’r'0(‘ez(tIr tat I’ubIiL' :\ft)/Ict>, 35 FCC Red at 6 l 76. para. 3 15. Rt/Iul I)7g:lu/ (Ip/my In/11/It lfimdUrdu/‘,

35 l CC Red at 752. para IUG

is 47 Crn § 54.so4tc)(2), Rml uzgzml appumnmy 1-‘um tmler. 35 1't‘c Red at 732. pm. 107.

3’ 47 CFR§ 54.804(b)(2)(iv): Allcl/‘wt ‘/04 I’r‘ut'edtr/‘ex I’u[7/Ir ‘\0Im2, 35 |'(‘(‘ Red at (H67-74. paras. 30|—l l: Rural

/ngrrar ¢)ppu;-/unity Irumi (Jr-tit»:-. 35 FCC Red at 726, para 9o
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Furtlucr ::dLxcati0|Ia| materials |'eg2I|xl|x1g this rcquirelnenl will also be made

availablc on the Auction 904 website, www.ibcggyjqugtioii/904.

I The professional engineer must certify that he or she has reviewed cacli stale

network diaglmii and that the m:twni'k is capable oftleliveriiig. to at least 93% of

the required number uflocations in each relevant state. voice and broadband

service that meets the requisite pei'fui'inai1ce requireinents."‘ For purposes ofthis

requirement, while it is not necessary that thc profcssimal engineer certifying the

netviork diagram have a Professional F.ngin«:er license‘ the certification should

describe the professional engincerls qualificzitinns such that the eerti[ier‘s

m:tvvut'l< design and pet'f0t'tnaI1ce expertise is apparent.

I Wiieless coverage maps should be submitted in ESRl Sltapetile forinat. The

component files (including the .Sl ll‘, ,Sl lX, DB1’. and .PR.l files) should be

uploaded in a single compressed ZIP archive. Rccotntncnded standards and data

fields will be made available on the Auction 904 website.

wwwfccrgov/auction/904‘ l,oitg—f0rin applicants will see an error inesszige when

they upload the .Zlt’ archive to the long-form application, but the error vtill not

prevent long-form applicants fruxn submitting their applications provided that the

submission occurs prior to the deadline and Commission statTsltoul(i still be able

tu access the file. Commission staflwill contact a long-form applicant afterthe

filing deadline ifthcre are any issues with the file, The FCC Form 683

attachment size limit is l0 MB.

n Information due prior to 6:00 p.m. ET on Monday, June 7, 202]:

o l)oe|Iment:Itiun of liiglhcost ETC dcsignzItion(s) in all areas vtliere the applicant will

receive support, as described in paragraphs 316-317 ofthe An:/iorx 904 [’I'm'ezl1:1-e.i'

Public lVoticc.1" An applicant should also upload a .csv lile otthe census blocks that are

covered by the ETC designation order.

o ETC certification letter(s) frotn an ollicer otithe applicant certifying that the |ong—foim

applicant's ETC designation(s) covers all the areas where the applicant will receive

support.“’

o lfnot provided with the FCC Form I83 short~form application by the long-form applicant
or a related entity,“ financial statenients from the prior fiscal year (i.e.. 2019) that

have been audited by an independent certified public accountant, including the

balance sheets, statements ofnet income and cash flow. along with an opinion letter liom

an independent ceitified public accountant and the accompanying notes.” An applicant

1* 47 (:rr< § 54.x04(b)(2)tiv); /4m»tmn ow /’.-um1.m- Iitm/ta .A'nzm>, 35 I-‘tr Red at mm. pa.-a. 301; Ieuml /irgimt

z2,7pm-tumty /-mar):-am-, 35 t-(‘(7 Red at 726, para 90. Note that an pct-ttummec .-cquirctncnts rnr btmdhand and

voice services have to be met at peak periods. Sue ('uIiri«:t-I./tIueI'it.-u Fimci, WC Docket No. 10-90. Order. 33 FCC

Red 6509, 65 17-21. paras. 22-33 (WCB/WTB/OET 201 8) (('.»'lI' PeI_/in ivtancu .l/et1xtIr‘e.r ()/'dt.>r): ('onn<=r! xlmci iea

I'tmzI, WC Docket No. l0-90. Order on Recotlsitleralion, 34 FCC‘ Red I010‘), l0l l(i—|0l I8. paras. Z0—23 (2019)

(('.»1I’ I’e/‘/tvniunre ll/Ie(1.\'zIr'e.\ .'\'eL'tn1tl ReL‘z)n.\'idemliw1 Ortlei ).

3" 47 (‘FR § 54.804(b)(5); /lzic/[an 9/I4 I’Ir1t't>zIitIt>s I’iihIit‘ J\'01ta>, 35 I'(‘(‘ Rcd at 6171:. palas. 316-l7: Rmul I)igi/t1/

(Jppamnnzy I"ttntI():~de/~. 35 FCC Red at 72748. para. 92.

‘” 47 CFR § 54.80-’l(b)(5), /l1it'mm 9/H I‘/rleezliilex I’ul7I1r .\'tIl1cc, 35 FCC Red at (>176, para 3|6, Rural Digital

appotzttmu rm: (Jam, 35 t-‘Cc Red at 727-28. pm. 92.

‘t in this context, a tctatcd entity ntcatts the tongrot-nt ttptttte-.tnt*s pat-ettt/ttotttittg cotttpatty or, irtttc tomb-—rot-tn

applicant is a trtetttber ofa cottsot1ium or-joint vctnut-e. the tncntbet ot'tlte euttsottiuttt ot totttt vettture that stttmtittctl

fittattcial statetttcttts with the slim-t—fm-ttt appltcatiott
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can also submil fiscal yew‘-r:I1d 2020 audited fiI1aI1cin[ statements instead ilkthcy are

available.

I The applicant must wlm1iL the audilcd fimmcial statc1ncms ul'the entity that

snblnittcd its unaudited fin:u1cin1 statements in the relevant FCC I'orm 183 s|m:l—

form application or its own audited financial stalc|ncnts.‘7’

- Any applicant that fails to submit thc audited financial statenienls as required by
this deadline will be subject to A base lb1'fci1iI1'c ol$50.000. which will hc subject
to atljuxtlncnt upward or downward as appmwiate based on criteria set forth in

the Commission's forfeiture gtiidelines.”

l8. Timely stlblniucti applications will be reviewed by Connnissiun stall‘ for completeness
and compliance with the Cmmnissimfs rules and to determine ifthc longAfonn applicant has

demonstrated that it is technically and limtneially qualified to fulfill its Rural Digital Opportunity |-'und

public interest obligations il'attt|1ut'ized to receive support. Commission staffwill notify a long-form

applicant ifadditional intbrtnatiott is required. We expect long—fertn applicants to c>tpeditiously complete
their applications and respond in a timely manner to staff requests for additional or missing information.“

[tithe application and the information with respect to each winning bid in a particular state is complete
and the long-form applicant has demonstrated that it is technically and linaneially qualified. WCB will

release a public notice identifying the applicant and the winning bids for which the Commission is ready

to authorize Rural Digital Opporttmity Fund st1pport.“’ lfa lotig,-iiortn applicant ultimately fails to provide
all the required inforination or demonstrate that it is technically and financially qualified, WCB will

release a public notice identifying the applicant and the winning bids that are considered in defaults“

0 The applicant will have l0 business days from the release olithe public notice iiidicating, that the

Commission is ready to authorize sttpporl to submit:

o lrrevocable standby letter ufcredil for each state where thc long—l't)rm applicant will be

authori7.ed to receive support. l.ong—form applicants should carefully review the letter of

tconmmed rt-om previous page)ea

‘3 47 (‘FR § 54.804(b)(4), /ltlerrart 904 I‘r'0c't4dtIr'e.\' I’uhIIt‘ .’\ nliee. 35 l’(‘(‘ Red at G l 77, para 3 l 8; Ru/‘ul I)igimI

()/7/mI'1imrly I-imd ()i'dm', 35 FCC Rcd at 722. para. 80.

“

Accordingly. ifthe loIig»t'ui'in applicant is a nieinberofa consoniuni, it should submit the audited financial

statements ofthe consortium member that submitted its unaudited financial statements in FCC Form I83 lftlic

Iongrorin applicant is an opeiatiiig coiiipaiiy era iiotding cumpany that riled an rrc Form 133 on bciiairorttic

iongrroiiii appticaiit, me tong-romi applicant should submit llic liudilcil financial statciiients pruie holding coiiipmiy.

A long—romi applicant aim tin: the oplinn orsiibinittiiig its own audited fiiiniicinl stntcinciiis instead.

“ zlrlctilili 901 I’l'r)c'etI1ll'e.s' l‘llhhL* .i\'u1i: e, 35 F(‘(‘ Red at 61 77, pm'a. 3 l 8, Rtrrul Digi/lil (1/7/7arIzmi!_v I-uritl (712/er‘,

35 FCC Red at 722, pain. so; 47 u.s.c. § 503<b;l2)(B); 47 cl-‘i<§ l.sotb)(s;. note to pat-agi-anti (mix).

J5 sue 47 crR§ l.2loo4tb) (“rim coininission inny disniist a winning lnddpi-‘s npplicaiinii witli piejiidice roi-

failiirc ntllic winning bidder to proseciite, failure ofuic wiiining bidder to respond substmitiatly within the time

period specified in official correspondence ol requests for additional information. or failure ofthe winning bidderto

coinply wiili i-eqnii-eiiieiits ioi- liccoiiiing aiitlioiiyed in receive siippoii. A winniiii,» biddei- wliiise application is

rlisnussed for failure to prosecute pursuant to this paragraph has defaulted on its bid(s),"): Rural Digi/al (7ppul'I1Inil_y

/iiimIr)i-in-iv, 35 rec Red at 596, pain. 22 tiiuiiiig l-ilie Cpiiiinissioii will apply as nppiopiiate any inodificniipiis in

[the gclicral euinperirive bidding rules] that it may adopt“).

“‘ 47 (TR § 54 2£U4(b)(6)(v),

'7 A |ong—fornl applicant that defaults on a wllinilig hid in a state lnay still be authol'ized to receive support for its

ieniainiiig vilinniiig bid: in that state
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credn requircincms in section 54.804(c) ofthc (‘,onn|nissim\'s rules’ and in the Rum!

Digilzll (}ppr;rIur1ily I<'zxI1Ll/Iuclirm (}1'c/HIT“ which are su1nImn'i7.ed below:

I The initial letter ofcrcdil mus! cover the firsl yew‘ ofsuppnrl for the slate. at a

minixmun.“’

- Thu Ic11cr(s) nfcredit must be issued in substantially the same form as set forth in

the model letter ufcrcdit pmvidcd in Appendix C ofthc Rm-ul l)igi/ul

(),;,wumizy Ivmi (mm-.4"

I The long-form appliczmt must bc lhc entity that is neuncd in lhc Iultcrts) 0|‘

credit.“

I The letter(s) ofcredit must be issued by a qualified bank. The issuing bank

eligibility rcquimlncnts are dL:scrihed in section 54.804(c)(2) oftlic

Commission‘s rules and in paragraph I07 ofthc Rm-ul Digi/al Opporlimi/y Fund

(}I'di:r1‘3

' Before a support recipient can receive its next year's suppon and each year‘s

support tliereafter. it must mutiify. renew, or ubtziin zi new letter ufcredil tn

ensure that its value is consistent with the Coininissionis rules. The value ofthe

letter ofcredit must increase each year until it has been verified that the support

recipient has mct certain service mi|cston<:s as described in more detail in section

54.80/l(c)(l)oftl1e Cotnmission‘s rules.“

I The letter nfcrcdit must remain upcn until the support n:eipient has eertified that

it 01'1'et‘s the required service to 100% ofthe Connect America Cost Model

(CAM)-detenninetl location total in the state by the end ofyear six (or W(.‘l3‘s

adjusted CAM location count ifthere are fewer locations) and the Universal

Service Administi'ative Cumpany (USAC) has veiilied that the build out

obligation has been fu|l'i||etl."‘

' A list ofcoiiiiuoii letter ofcredit errors is available at

https://www.fcc.gov/file/18256/download.

‘—' 47 CPR § 34.2in4(c), Rm-al /)1gi/ul r7,v,m;/umzy Fiimlm/av. 35 FCC Red at 729—35, 77z—77. paras. 9671 I3, Appx.

C.

1" 47 CFR § s4.s04(c)(1); km-al Drgiiul optyoiviiliyriy I«z«m1()ide:_ 33 ircc Red at 732, pm 107.

1“ lam-at z)igziu/ oppai runny I-mi tmrm, 35 rL'(‘ Rod at 775-77, Appx. C.

‘l .-lz/elinn 9/11 I’r‘0ccdm‘e5 I’ubIiL' .‘\'(iliz‘e. 35 FCC Red at 6164. para. 29l.

*‘ 47 CFR § 54.8o4(c)(2); lam-al Iiigr/al 0,ymi-runny r‘zimI0i-7/e:-, 35 FCC Red at 73233‘ pm-a. I07. wcu also

issued guidance announcing that a non—L'.S. bank that has a hmiicli oflice located in New York City and that will

accept a letter ofcredit draw certificate from USAC‘ via over-night courier, in addition to in-person presentations.
will be considered qualified to issue lcttcrs ofcrcrlit ifthe bank also meets the ('oininissinn’s other nm\—1.i.S. batik

eligibility rctiiiii-cmciits. rim/iiiu mnpuiiiimi Ismail Pi-rii-rm z;ui2liiim» Rugmiling me Eligibility a/ i\a»i—r,'nim

sir:/at zmnlrs liming Lt-um 9/ Ci r-diz/2;i- L/iii‘vt»i-.mI mvico ('uiiipoiim»e /ritltling l/at-lmimiii.i. wt‘ Docket No. 19.

I26 ct al., Public Notice. 35 FCC Red 2804 (W(‘B 2020).

“v 47 rl-‘R § 54.3o4rc)( l )(iiA(vii), /tiuu/ r>igim/ r7,;,mi'iiiiim Fiiiiilrii-tlui-, 35 FCC Rctl in 729-31. paras 93404.

"‘ 47 (‘FR § 54.804(c)( l ), Rlllul I)igi(uI Oppol Ixlmg I"IImI Olzlul, 35 F(‘(‘ Red at 73 1. para I03 .S‘t'u ulxtl Irurul

I)igiILl/ 0/)pt7I‘1llrtlly I"tlI1d Oldcl, 35 |"CL' l{r:(i at 709-117. paras 45—55 (describing the service lnilesloltcs anti W(‘B‘s

l‘eca|ctI|atmn tiflocatinn totals). More inforlnatieli about llS/\C‘s verification process is available at.

httgs.//www.usacerg/llit,-l|—c0st/resoulees/fund;y3:lificgbti-reviews/.
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O Letter ofCrc(|il Banlcruptcy Opinion Lcltcr(s) fi'nn1 omsidc legal cnunscl regarding
the ucatmcnt ofthc |ener(s) ofcredil or its proceeds in a bmkmptcy proceedingfls I'he

letter must Clearly state, subjecl only lu t;|Is|mmII'y assullnptions, limitations, and

qualifications, that. in a pI‘occcding under the Bankruptcy Code. the bankruptcy court

would not treat the letter ofcrcdit or proceeds ofthc letter ofcrcdit as property ofthe

long-form applicanfs bunkmptcy estate, or the bankruptcy estate ufany other bidder-

related entity requesting issuance ofthc letter of credit. under section 5/1| ofthe

Bankruptcy Codc.“"

19. Once Cmnmission stafflias determined that a long—tbri11 application is complete and the

long-form applicant is financially and teelinically qualified. and the lcttcr(s) ufcxcdit and accompanying

opinion letter(s) have been rcccivcd and approved, WCB will issue a public notice announcing the

authorization ofsupport for the winning hid(s) and directing USAC tn begin disbursing support.” USAC

will issue a new study area Code to each loIIg—foi'm applicant for each statc in which it is antliorized to

receive support. Long—form applicants will be notified ofthe new study area code prior to the

authori7atinn for support along with procedures for disbursing support. Monthly support disbursenrents

will begin shortly after the authorization public notice has been released.

Z0. lfan applicant is not auth0ri7.ed to receive support for a winning bid. it will be in default

and subject to forfcitrrrsc for that winning bid as described below,

2. Forfeiture in the Event ufDc|'null

21. As described in the Rural [)igira! ()ppor~rmrr'/y Fmrzl ()r-do/‘,"“ winning bidders or long—

form applicants that have been assigned winning bids during the Divide Winning Bids stage will he

subject to a forfeiture in the event olia default. /\ winning bidder or long-for'm applicant will be

considered in default and will be subject to forfeiture iliil fails to timel) file a lorIg4for‘rn application, fails

to meet the document submission deadlines. is found ineligible or unqualified to receive Rural Digital

Opportunity Fund support, and/or otherwise defaults on its winning bids or is disqualified for any reason

prior to the autliorization ofsupport. Any such determination shall be final, and a winning bidder‘ or long-
form applicant shall have no opportunity to cure tlirotlgli additional subtnissions. negotiations, or

otherwise.

22, A winning bidder or long-form applicant that defaults will be subject to a base forfeiture

per violation ol'$3,000.” A violation is defined as any form ofdefaiilt with respect to the census block

group. ln other words, there shall be scpamtc violations for each census block group assigned in a bid?“

So that this base forfeiture amoirnt is not <lispropoitioiiate to the amount ofa winning biddei"s bid, the

Coininission has limited the total base forfeiture to I5“/tr ofthe bid<ler‘s total assigned support for the bid

for the support term.“ Notwithstanding this liinitation, the total base forfeiture will also be subject to

‘5 47 Cl'l{ § S4.804(c)(3): /lmrtiori WM I’r‘rn‘edirr‘e.r l’zrh/re r\/u1iz'e, 35 l-‘(TC Red at 6177-78. para. 320. Rirml l)igirtrI

(If;/wi'rzrr1i'1yI-‘mid Owler, 35 FCC Red at 735, parzir l I3.

"' l l U.S.C'. § 54], 47 CFR § 54 804(c)(3). Rirral Digital (J/7pru'lirrrit_v Hmri ()i¢lcr', 35 FCC Rcd at 735, para. ll}

‘7 47 (‘l-‘R § 54.804(b)(6)(vi).

4“ i<m-a/ /)rgr'm/ i)p,mr-rmrrry /tuna rzn/er. :5 i=<ir Rea at 73535, paras. I I4-1 7; .4rr«rum 904 /trm-t»r1rrrvu.r Put;/rt

r’V()(i<'e, 35 FCC Rcd at 6l78, paras. 32|—22.

4‘) ierrr-ul Digrzrrl oppur-zrrmrr /-‘rrmiorz/er. 35 FCC Rea at 735736. para iis. /rrrtmm 904 I'mtt»drrre.\ Imlalrc .\'arrii»,

35 l'CC Rcd at 6l78, para. 322,

5° Rural [)igilaI ()p/mi'tzrnIzy I'imd 011/21’. 35 FCC Red at 735. para l I5; /lirerruii 904 Pr'uccdzir us‘ I’ul7Iu' r\uIict-. 35

FCC Red at 6l78, para. 322.

3‘ Rrrml Digiral (War-rrrnizy Ivrrm1 ()r»riur. 35 i-‘Ct’ Kerr at 730. para. I I7: ,rm-rum 904 Iir-ncudrrr-t».v Imlrlrc .\mrz-tr. 35

l~C(' Kcd at 6178, para. 322 This would occur in situziiioiis where the dollar aiitouiit associated with the bid is low

For cxtiiiiple, assume Bidder A bids to serve 100 ceiisiis block groiips for $100,000 over the support term We

(comirrircd....)
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adjustment upward or Liuvvxmelrd based on the crileriu sot lbrtlu in the (io|nmissi<m‘s f'orIenurc

g\|idc1incs.‘3

C. Gcncral FCC Form 683 Information

23. For both the Divide Winning Bids and long-form application portions ofl'CC Form 683.

the application may be filed at any time after the relcvam filing window opens until the Fling vtindou

closes. Applicants are strongly encouraged to tile early and are responsible for allowing adequate timc

for filing their applications. Applications can be updated or ainendecl multiple limes until the relevant

filingwindow closes.

24. A winning bidder and/or long—f0rm applicant must zilwzlys click on the CERTIFY S:

SUBMIT button on the “Certify & Submit" screen to successfully submit its FCC Form 683 and

any moclificatioiis; otliei-wise, the application or changes to the application will not he reeeivcil or

reviewed by Commission stall‘. Ifa winning bitltler or long-forin applicant needs guidance or

encounters technical ditTcultics in tiling FCC Fonu (>83, it may contact l-‘CC Auctions Tcclinieal Support

using the information in the Contact section. below,

D. Maintaining Accuracy of lnt'orinatim1

25. l.-‘ach long-forin applicant must make all changes to its information in the Auction

Application System using FCC l"onn 683. With the release nfthis Public Notice. lui1g—tl>i'i11 applicants
are no longer required to maintain the accuracy and completeness ofinforntation furnished in their FCC

Form 183 applications.

26. A long—form applicant will be permitted to make minor modifications to its application
after the deadline for submitting app|ications.5‘ Minor modifications include correcting typographical
errors and supplying m)n—material infnrination that was ina<tvertcntly omitted or not available at the time

the application was submitted.“ lla long~lorin applicant makes a tnajor tnodilicatioli to its application,
the application will be denied.“ ln such an event. the long—lorm applicant will be subject to forl'eilure.

Major modifications include. but are not limited to. any changes in the owlicrsliip olithe long—form

applieatit that cuuslitute an assignment or ti'anst'et' ofcontrol. any changes in the identity ollhc long-forin

applicant, or any changes in the required eertifications.5"

E. Public Availability ofI<‘(.‘C Forni 68.! Information

27. Information submitted in FCC Form 683 will generally be publicly available after

Commission stallcoinpletes its review. Accordingly, a long—form applicant should take care not to

include any unnecessary sensitive infonnation, such as ‘l axpayer Identification Numbers or Social

Security Numbers, in its application. However. consistent with the Coinmissions limited information

procedures in place for Auction 904, certain inl‘onnation will be withheld from routine public inspection

even after support is authorized. To cnsurc that the information rlcscribcd below is afforded such

ttimunutcd from ptevimts page)A

would impose a base forfeiture of$l 5.000 (15% of $ I 00,000) because otherwise the base forfeiture would be

3300.000, three times the entire hid amount ($3,000 x I00 census block groups). ln contrast. itBidder B bids to

serve 50 census block groups for S 1,000,000 oven the support term, we would impose a base forfeiture of$ l50,000

($3.000 x 50 census block groups). which is 15% ofthe total bid

‘3 Nov.» 47 l5.S.(‘. § 50.‘v(b)(2)lB); 47 C‘Fl{§ I 80(l>)(8). note to paragraph (b)(8); Rural I)[gi/al ()/zpalltiriily I-‘mid

Oltlcr. 35 FCC Red at 736, para. l 15; utzlctiolv 904 l’r‘0ccdii/'12.: I’uI7l1(‘ .\ 0/ice. 35 l’C(' Red at 6 l 78. para. 322.

‘3 47 Cl-‘R § 54.804(b)(6)(iit)

“ Id

5‘ Id §s4.x04(b)(6)(iv).

“’ Ill
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confidential trcmn1cnI, a long—form applicanl must upload the information to FCC Form 683 using
the appropriate attachment “lypc" as described in lhc instructions in Attachment C.

28. Information related to a lmig-forni appliczmfs detailed technology and systcln design

description, its project funding description. and its Ictlcr nfcrcdit will he treated as cmifidelilial and will

be witlillcld fimn public inspcction.57 'I‘|1c Colnlnission will treat long—f0rm applicants that submit this

infoiwnation as having made a request to treat this infonnatiun as conlmcntial trade secrets and/or

commercial inlbrvnatitm. As such. at long-l'orn1 applicant need not submit a separate section 0.459

confidentiality request for this information with its l"CC Form 683.

29. Moreover. a lotig-t‘ot'in applicant may request cotiiidential treaunent of its audited

financial statements directly on l-‘CC Form 683, using an abbreviated process under section 0.4S9(a)(4) of

the Commissiun‘s rules. The applicant need not subunit a separate section 0.459 conlidentiality request

with its FCC l-‘min 683.5“

30. Nevertheless, ifa request for public inspection under section 0.461 is made for the long-
form applicant's audited financial statements, detailed teelttmlogy and system design description, project

funding description, or letter ofcredit, the long-form applicant will be notified and then tnustjustily the

continued conftderttial treatment ofthe information ilit objects to the disclosttre.”

3 l. /\ long-form applicant may include with its FCC Form G83 a request that any other

infmtttatiott submitted in its applicatiott not he made routinely available for public inspection l0llo»\ing

the procedttres set forth in section 0.459 olthe Commission‘s rules,"" Requests for confidential treatment

ofinlbrtttaliort other than that discussed above will not be routinely granted.

IV. UTHICR IMI’()RTANT lNl"ORMATION

A. Maintaining Prohibition on Certain Cotnntunications

32. Section l.Zl0U2 ofthe Commission‘s rules provides that, subject to specified exceptions.
after the deadline for filing a sl1o|'t—ltrrttt application. an applicant “is ptoltibited frmn cotmnttnicating with

arty other applicant in any manner the substance ofits own. or one anot|1et“s. or any competing

applicanfs bids or bidtling strategies. until alter the post-auction deadline for winning bidders to submit

applications for sttpport.""‘ As explained more fully in tlteAz/etion 904 Procedtttm‘ Public No/iota this

prohibition took effect as ofthe slto|'t—ft\rtn applicatiott filing deadline, i.e.. July I5, 2020, at 6:00 p.tn.

l-IT. and extends until the deadline for filing the lot1g—lot‘tn application portion of FCC lortn 683. i.e.,

January 2‘), 2021, at 6:00 pom. ET.“

57 Id § 0.45‘); Azictiort 904 I’¢'ucetIt1I'e.i' I’:/blic .’\'oIi:'e, 35 FCC Red at 6l30. 6168, 6175, paras. l4l n.325. 303 n.5l6.

& 314 n S42. A loitg—forIn applicant's high—lcvc| initial project overview will be made publicly available. ,lut-[inn

904 I’roLe¢l1Irex I’ub/it: Militia. 35 FCC Rcd at t’>|67, para. 302. For the Cottitect Atnerica Pltasc ll auction, a

winning bidder": letter ofcrctlit |'rotn a qnalrlicd bank t\ as treated as conlidential trade scctets and/or connnercittl

information and thus withheld from routine public inspection Sec (‘curred .-litter/‘ca Mimi I’ha.vz- II /lttctiart Sup/mrt

fin‘ 96.’ Wmrtzrig Bic/s Item/y ta Be Azllho/‘i:ed, l/is/ed xlz/£11011 903 I.ong—I"oI'/ti /tgtplicartht ;\'Im'I Stlblnil 1.2/Ier.\' Qf
('I'edr/ and Irygzll ('atms/3I'.t Opmmn I.t‘I/eI‘.s ht‘ ‘liu/1‘/7 I3, 20/9. AU Docket Nu. l7-l82 el al.. Public Notice‘ 34

FCC Red ‘J55. 956 (WCB/OEA 2019). For the saute reasons, we will withhold an applicant’: lctteroticredit

conmritment letter, letter ofcreditr and bankruptcy opinion letter

3‘ 47 (TR 0 45‘)(aJ(-1)

3” Id § O.46|

"“ Id. §O.45‘).

“‘ Id § l.2l002(b)

6’ Set’ /lIIt'/Inn 904 I'I‘acet/ti/Pt‘ I’tIHIt' :’\'r)Iie't:. 35 l’(‘(‘ Rcd at 6133. paid. l5l.
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33 This prohibition applies I0 all s|mI1~f0r|u applicants regzlrdlcss ufwliclhcr such

applicants bcczunc qualified bidders or an-tinally hid.“ We also emphasize that, for purposes ofthis

prolflbilion, an “appIicant" includes the entity liling the application, eacli entity capable ofcontrolling the

appliczint, and cacli entity lhal Inay be controlled by the applicant or by an entity cupzibln: 0l'cm1tI'ol1ing
the applicaiit.“

34. With the release ofthis Public Notice, the Cmnmission has made puhlic auc1ion—re|atc<1

infnnnation vthich previously would have been subject to the proliibition on certain co|mnunieations."5

Parties are reminded. however, that “bids or bidding s1i'aIegies" encoinpusses more than infnrniatimi

about bids sulmiitted during the bidding portion nfthe auction. How an applicant paiticipates in an

auction is subject to the prohibition and includes, for example. at winning bidder liliiig a |nng—l‘onn

application lb!‘ suppnrt."“ As noted in tllc /lurrlirm 904 PI‘na*du7'ux Public 1V0[ice, inforinatinn within the

scope ofthc prohibition includes “subject matters that coulzl convey cost or gengmpliie ii1l‘orination

related to bidding strategies, Such subject aims include. but are not limited to, management, sales, local

marketing agreements, and other transactional agreeiiietttsfw We note that proxy bid instructions, which

may reflect such iiifurinatioii. remain non-public.

35. Moreover. the proliibilion ol‘“c01nInLtt1ieating in any inanI1et"‘ includes public
disclosures, private communications, and indireet or implicit eotmnunieations. as well as express

statements ofbids and bidding sti'ategies."" Consequently, an applicant must take care to determine

whether its auction~related communications may reach another applicant.

B. High-Cost Eligible Teleeotnmunieations Carrier Designations

36. As noted above, by Monday, June 7, 2021, the lnngvlbt'In applicant must have obtained

from either the relevant state autlmrity oi. where such authority lacks jurisdiction. from the Commission,
a high-cost I;"l'C dcsignationts) that covers its winning bid areas. The |ong—t'orm applicant must snhniit

Ibr each state the required doettmentation and a certification letter from an officci‘.“" l,ong—lbrm

"3 An entity that submits an application becomes an “applicant" under the rule at the application filing deadline and

that status docs not change based on sttbseqttciit developments. See, c ;;., Stw l'l"trL'Iuaa, LL(‘ v I-'('(‘, 522 l-'.3d 46‘)

<D.c. ctr. zoos) (section Lztostc) applies to appircam regardless ot'whethenI.ey are qualified to bld) ’l'llus. an

auction applicant that docs not cot-mt ttcnclencaes in its appllcatlott, or docs not utltct-wisc bcmmc qualinctl,
remains an “app|icallt" for purposes ofthe rule and relnaills subject to the prollibition on cel1ain commulliczltions

until the long-fornl application filing deadline

"' 47 CFR§ l.2|00Z(a),

“S ln addition. the combillzitioll ofpublicly available shot‘!-fol‘nI application illfollllation and bidding infol'lrlatiol\

made available today efl'et:Iive|y makes public the illforlnatioll that can be derived lrollt such soulces. including the

potential an-igncctsl orcacli winning bid Accordingly, we clai-iry tlint tlic pichibiticn docs not apply to iiiroi-iiiaiictt

about tlic sclcciicii nrassignccs rm winning bias in tlic nividc winning nidc pmccss

"” 47 CFR l.3l0()4; /lztc/[ml 90-1 I’/ncc>dIIlt'.t' I‘uhIi( t\‘0I1Ce. 55 1-(‘C Rcd at (>133, para. I55 (“collltnut\icatiIIg.

nincng ctlici things, linw an applicaiit will pnrticipntc . . .
would convey bids or bidding ctrntcgics and ttiniltl tints lac

prohibited").

57 xlzienml 904 P/‘ore:/zu't's l’ul7Il't' /\'otic'e, 35 FCC Rcd at 6 133, pal a I56.

“X Id : sac gctlulally Updating Purl I (fvrlzpetilive Iiidtlzllg Rtl/at. \’\'T Docket No. I47 1 70 et al., Report and Ortler cl

nl, 30 l=<7r Rcd 7493. 7577, pain. l9<> tzolsy (explaining tlint siinilnt section l zlostc) langtiagc prcltibitiiig
colllrnunicatillg bids or bidding strategies "lu ally manner“ bats “colnllltlllicating bids ol bidding illfolinatioll. either

directly or indil'ectly"): ('tl.\‘t‘tld/2 .IlcL'l:.t‘\', I. I. F, Forfeiture Order. Z8 l"C(‘ Red |4l. 144, para. 7 (EB 2013)

(rejecting argument that the colunluuieatloll was not plollibited bccallsc it did not leveal tllc "substance" of

Cascade's bids or bidding strategies).

”“ 47 CFR § 54.80-’l(b)(5). /ltlc/ltm 9/H I’r'ot'edtll'e.v I’:/hilt i\'t7/Ire. 35 |'('t‘ Red at (H76. para 3|(a
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appliczmts suhjcct to slalejurisdiction must petition the relevant state commissions for l;'l'C dcsigI1alim1
and should follow stale rules and reqLIiren1em> to apply For dcsig1\aIio|\(s).“’ [xmg-form applicaum not

subject to slalcjurisdictinn must pctilinn the Co|nn1ission for dcsignation(s) as described in the l;'I'('

Fulfil: /\/0/ice." Petitioners for FCC designation dn nol need 10 include 21 lisl ufcelisus blocks with their

E'l'C petition but should ccrtify they will serve all blocks Ibt whicli the I0ttg—lbittI appliczmt has or “ill

seek an award ofsupport in that state.”

37. In the event a long—fuI'm applicant determines that it will he tunable In obtain the

necessary ETC designations within 180 days, it should upload a petition for waiver oilhc deadline to its

FCC l'orm 683 and in AU Docket No. 20:14. The (‘,mninission has Found that it would be appmpriate Lo

waive the I80-day timcframe iflhe |0ng—forin applicant is able to demonstrate that it has engaged in good
faith etTorls to obtain an ETC designation, but the proceeding is not yet eotnplete,“ A waiver ofthc 180-

day deadline would he appt'opriate it". for exatnple. the applicant (or an associated entity) has an ETC

application pending with a state and the state‘: next sclietlttletl meeting at which it would consider the

l;"l‘C application will occur alter the 180-day window. When considering waivers oltlte l80—day deadline

for obtaining l-1'l'C designation, we will presume that an entity acted in good faith ifthe entity files its

l;"l'C application within 30 (lays (tithe release nfthis Puhlie Notice.“

C. Public Interest Obligations and Annual Reporting Requirements

38. To ensure that Rural Digital Opportunity Fttnd support meets the Commission's public
interest objectives, a long-form applicant that has received notice front the Commission that it is

authorized to receive Rural Digital Opportunity Fund support will be subject to a variety olobligations.

including service reqttirements, service milestones. teportittg. and record retention rcquiretnents.” l'his

includes the requirement that support recipients test and cet'til'y compliancc: with the relevant perfrtrinancc

requirements in accordance with the unilorttt li'att1ewot‘k that has been adopted for tneasuring and

reporting on the perfonnance ot'high~eost support recipients‘ service.7"

7" 47 U.S.C‘. § 214(c)(2).

7* Id at § 21 4(c)(6); It ('1: to-niirzdx Connect ,/inter-ma lam! /’/me II Auczmn A,zpIzmm: of the In um-:/u;- otnmnmg

a Federal lhsignattolt ax zm liltgiblc '1elccarttlritlrrtcaltonv (‘:7/'/'t'eI‘, Public Notice, WC Docket No. 09- l‘)7 ct al
,

33

FCC Red 6696 (WCB ZOIK) iI§'I(' I’uhIi(‘ .\/(time). As described in this public notice, the (‘olnmission places the

burden oi‘ proof upon the petitiot\et' seeking a Cotnmission l;'l‘C designation to detnelistrate that the (‘oniintssioti has

Jurisdiction. Id at 669607. We extend to Auction 904 wintters the saint: wztivers ofsection 54.101 oftlte

Commission's rules for the reasons described in the l?7(‘ I’ti[7liL' t\'02t'uu and the same presumption that designatioti
will serve the puhlte interest. St/ti id at 66‘)‘)~(>700; 47 (‘FR § 54.202.

71 Petitioners may, in addition to seeking a high—cost designation in winning bid areas, seek a l,tte|Inevon|y ETC

designation in areas not eligible for liiglrcost support for the limited purpose of becoming, eligible to receive only
Lifeline support in such areas. When doing so. they must submit with their E'I'(‘ application a map orotlier

information delineating these l/ifelincronly areas, and other inlotiiiatioti specifically required by the Coiiiniissioifs

Lifelitie rules. See, kg, Te/at-imilzitiriiuulium ('u//‘tum Izligiblu /in l,‘izi\rw':aI ScI'iti<'e Stmptt/‘I. ('mi;iz't‘1.»t/iiz'I'icti

I-'iii1c!. WC Docket Nos 094197 & 10-90, Order. 34 FCC Red 10533 (WCB Z019); 47 Cl-‘R§ 54.202(a)(4)—l6)

71 Ieuml /Jigiial oppmiiiniz,ir /vimd or-dei, 35 rec Red at 723, para s i.

7" Id

73
.s‘ue. eg ,

47 CFR 54.3 13, 54.314, 54 316, 54.320, 54.802, 54 805, 54.s0o;.ium’oii 904 in-omIm.i Im/my

7\'n1it‘t’, 35 l’(‘(‘ Red at 608286, 6l27—Z9, pnias. l5»2l. l35-39 (providing a hig|i—lcvcl suniinaiy oftlie relevant

public interest obligations and higli-cost l.’T(‘ obligatioris).

7“ 47 CFR § 54.3|3(a)((i) Sec zilxn, (C-ll‘ I’z'ifar'riiaIzce .l/czI.rtiI'zu' (J/‘zit’/'. 33 FCC Red 6509. I-'utt|ier niudificatioiis

were mm to the parrot-inane: measiires requireiiieiiis in siiimqiiciii i-c»mns.ucmiiun outer-5 my r‘.umeui ..im it-ti

Fit/id, W(‘ Docket No. |U—90, Order on Kecoiisideiatiuii, .‘i4 FCC Red 80%| (W(‘B/Wl‘B’OET 2019) ((}lI-

I’t3I'f0/'rr1u:1/Je \'Iett,\iiIu.\‘ Fil vi Itcciinsizle/‘titiori ()i'tIcI'); (‘.1 I" Pct‘/UI'iIIuriuu .\Icd_t‘1/i‘C.r 5'(’('0iuI I\'L'L‘(nI.\'iz/era/itllt 0I'iit'i'.

34 FCC Red 10l09
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39. An /\uc1ion 904 suppmw rccipicnt will he subjcct tu nm1-convpliancc measures if it fails or

is unable Io mcct the scrvice milestones or other service I*equi|‘c|11c11ts. or fails In fulfill any olhcr lcrm 0r

condition ofkural Digital Oppurlunily Fund support
’7 As described in the Rum! I)igiiul ()p17or-ltlziily

Fimd ()/‘dc/‘ and the (.'A["}’eIj/E)r'nzuricu fl/Ieu.\'uru.\' ()I‘¢/e/'. lhcsc Ineasnrcs will scale with lhe extent 0fn<>n—

compliance. and include anldilimial mponing, withliolding ofsuppun. supporl I‘cc\)vcry. and drawing on

the suppon recipient's letter ot'crcdit itithc suppoil recipient cammt pay back the relevant support by the

applicable nleadline.” A support recipient may also be subject to other sanctions lhr non-compliance with

the terms and conditions of Rutal Digital Opportunity Fund support. inclitding. but not limited to, the

Coxnmissiun’s existing, enfmcetncnt procedures and penalties_, re<lucti<ms in support amounts. potential
revocation of l:"l'C desigttations. and suspension or deharmcnt.7"

40. We also remind applicants that all Auction 904 support recipients will he subject to the

Commission's National Security Supply Chain proceeding. including the rule that “no universal service

support may be used to purchase, obtain, maintain, improve. inodily. or otherwise support any equipment
or services produced or provided by any company posing a national security threat to the integrity 0|‘

communications networks or the communications supply c|1aiti.“’“' The prohibition on using universal

service funds applies "to upgrades and maintenance ofcxisting equipment and services.“*“

l). Access to the Bidding System

41. The bidding system will remain accessible to Auction 904 qualilied bidders until 3:00

p.m. ljT on Thursday. Decetnber I0, 2020. Bidders should download any files they wish to save from the

bidding system before that time.

E. Return ofSceurlI)’” Tokens

42. The SectIt‘lD“tokens distributed to qualilicd bidders are tailored to Auction 904 and v.i||

not tunction in l'uture auctions. The Coutmission will send each bidder, along with the copy oftltis Public

Notice. a pre~addressed, stamped envelope to return its Securll)‘ tokens, Eaclt bidder should return its

SecurlD“" loken(s) to the Conunission for recycling.

F. Contact Information

43. For t'uItlter ittfot‘tttatiutt, contact:

Technical Support FCC Auctions Tecltnical Support Hotline

Electronic Filing (877) 480-3201, option nine; or (202) 4l4—l250

Auction Application System and CAI-‘ ll Bidding (202) 4l4—l 255 (TTY)

System (llardware/Software Issues) llours otiservice: 8:00 a.m. — 6:00 p.m. l;"l‘,

Monday through l’rid:ty

Press ltiformatiott Anne Veigle. (202) 4l8—050O

77 47 CTR 54.804(c)(4), 54.320, 54 806

'“ Id 54.304(e)(4). S4 320, 54,806, (Vi/"I’eI>'fl7t'tttztr:c'e ll’/ea,\z/tz'.\' ()I‘LIHI. 33 l'C‘(‘ Red at 6S“a|-"a"a_ paras (10-67,
/mm />tgizaI upper limit. I mm out-1, 35 rcc nod at 71 3-t 6. pm-as. 534.4.

7" 47 CPR § 54 320(0), 54.306(b): Rural Iligi/al ();7;)nt'rt/ni/y l"l/mi ()/‘day, 35 FCC Red at 716, para. 63.

“U 47 CFR § 54.‘J(a).

3* P:-alecltrtg /tgtnmrt Aurmnul .S‘ccxu-try T/mur.\- la llw (‘mmntuuuz/rm: Supply ("/mm zln-(mg/1 H '1
'

l’r‘z7g;-a/vi.v er til
_

W(' Docket No. l8—8‘) et al.. Report and Ottlet ct al., 34 FCC Rcd ll433, ll-153. para. 77 (ZUI9).
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General Universal Service Infurmzllion Wirclinc (‘umpclitiml Bureau,

'l'clecomnIuI1icntinns Access l’olicy l)ivision

Alex Minard

Heidi Lalikzul

Lauren Garry
Ian Forbes

(202) 4 1 8—7400

General Auction lnforllmtion FCC Auctions Hntlinc

General Auction Questions (888) 225—5322. option (we; or

/\ucIion Process and Procedures (7 I 7) 338—28(>8

Auction 904 Information Rural Broadband Auctions Task Force

Posl~Aucliun Rulcs, Policies, and Rcgulations Michacl Janson, (202) 4l8—0627

Kirk Burgee. (202) 4l8— I 599

Julialhan McConnack. (202) 418-1065

Andra Halc—Maddox. (202) 418-0794

Office of Economics and Analytics
Auctions Division

Mark Montano

Daniel llahif

(202) 41 8—0660

Small Businesses Officc of Conunuuicatimus Business

Additional information for small and Oppormnities

disadvantaged lmsinesses (202) 4l8—0‘)90

\\'w\v.fcc.gov/ocbo

Accessible Formats Cunsumcr and Govcrnnicntal Affairs Bureau

Braille, large print. electronic liles, 0| (202) 4l8—0530 or (202) 4l8—O432 (TTY)

audio format for people with disabilities fccSO4[cz fcc.gov

FCC Internet Sites www.fcc.gov

www.fcc,gov/atiction/904

— FCC —
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LOUISIANA PLBIJC SERVICE COMMISSION

VOLT BROADBAND, LLC, l)OCKET N0.

EXP/(RTE

IN RE: l’E'I‘l'I‘ION OF VOLT I§I{0AI)RANI), LLC FOR DESIGNATION AS AN

IT,I4lGIBI.IC TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER PURSUANT TO

SECTION 214(9) OF THE COMMUNICATIONS ACT OF 1934 FOR THE

PURPOSIC OF FULFILLING THE FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS

COMMISSION’S REQUIREMENTS OF TIIE RURAL DIGITAI.

OI’P()RTUNITY FUND I’IIASE I AUCTION AND REQUEST FOR

EXPEDITED CONSIDERATION

EXIIIISIT D

CENSUS BLOCK GROUPS WON IN

RDOF~I AUCTION BY NELl‘CO O/B/O

VOLT BROADBAND, LLC

CBC State FRN

LA-083»970(s002 I.ouisim1z1 0030230379

LAv123~0()0200I I,011isia|1a 0030230379



LOUISIANA PIIBIJC SERVICE COMMISSION

VOLT BROADIBAND, LLC, |)()CKI€'l‘ N0.

EXPARTE

IN RE: PETITION OF VOLT BROAl)BANl), LLC FOR I)ESlGNA'l'ION AS AN

ELIGIBLE 'I‘ELECOMMUNlCATI()NS CARRIER PURSUANT T0

SECTION 214(9) OF THE COMMUNICATIONS ACT OF 1934 FOR THE

PURPOSE OF l’ULFllII,ING THE FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS

COMMISSION’S REQUIREMENTS OF TI-IE RURAI. DIGITAL

Ol’I’ORTUNITY FUND PHASE l AUCTION AND REQUEST FOR

EXPEDITEI) CONSIDERATION

EXHIBIT E

FILED UNDER SEAL AS CONFIDENTIAL AND

PROPRIETARY PURSUANT TO LPSC RULE 12.1

PRELIMINARY FIVE»\’EAR PLAN OF INVESTMENTS OF

VOLT BROADBAND, LLC



BEFORE THE

LOUISIANA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

VOLT BROADBAND, LLC, DOCKET NO.

EX PARTE

IN RE: PETITION OF VOLT BROADBAND, LLC FOR DESIGNATION AS AN

ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER PURSUANT T0

SECTION 214(0) OF THE COMMUNICATIONS ACT OF 1934 FOR THE

PURPOSE OF FULFILLING THE FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS

COMMISSION’S REQUIREMENTS OF THE RURAL DIGITAL

OPPORTUNITY FUND PHASE I AUCTION AND REQUEST FOR

EXPEDITED CONSIDERATION

EXHJBIT F

DECLARATION OF JEFF CIIURCIIWELL

OPERATIONS MANAGER FOR

VOLT BROADBAND, LLC

BEFORE ME, Notary Public, personally came and appeared,

JEFF CHURCIIWELL

(“Affiant”)

who, after being duly swom, did declare and state as follows:

l Afliam is ofthc age of majority, whose business address is 150 Cluistian Drive, Rayvillc,
Louisiana 71269;

2. Affiant is the Operations Manager ofVolt Broadband, LLC (“Volt Broadband”), and is

designated as a Certifying Official for Volt Broadband pursuant to its Articles of

Organization and La. R.S. 12:1305(C)(5), and, as such, is an authorized representative of

Volt Broadband;

3. Volt Broadband is a wholly—owned subsidiary ofNor1heast Louisiana Power

Cooperative, Inc. (“N'ELPCO");

4. Volt Broadband, through undersigned counsel, which respectfully requests the Louisiana

Public Service Commission (“LPSC” or “Commission”), to designate Volt Broadband as

an eligible telecommunications carrier (“ETC") in the mral service area defined as the

two (2) census block groups for which it will receive Universal Service Fund support for

the purposes of meeting the requirements, including but not limited to, the service

requirements set fon.h in the rules and regulations of the Federal Communications

1
.



Commission (“FCC”) in connection with the Rural Digital Opportunity Fund Phasel
Auction (“RDOF-1 Auction”);

5, I have read, and in some instances, prepared, and/or directed compilation ofinfonnation
contained in, Volt Broadba11d‘s Petition for Designation as an Eligible
Telecommunications Carrier Pursuant to Section 214(e) of the Communications Act of
1934 for the Purpose ofFu1lilling the Federal Communications Commission’s

Requirements of the Rural Digital Opportunity Fund Phase I Auction and Request for

Expedited Consideration (“Petition”),

6 Affiant has personal knowledge of certain facts contained in Volt Broadband’s Petition,
and with respect to the remaining facts, I have relied upon individuals who are

responsible to provide and/or compile such information in the course oftheir employment
duties, subject to my supervision, and, to the best of my infonnation, knowledge, and

belief, such information contained in the Petition is true and correct; and

7 Volt Broadband’s Petition was prepared under my direction and supervision.

Thus done and signed in
, Louis" na, on the B day of

January, 2021.

H‘ l
i Vyiiylfi

Op r t s Manager for

Vol roadband, LLC

i gar/ARV PUBLIC"
Name: I it %Y\
Notary I D. /La. Bat R n # l*ott<Mo’)/

My commission expires at. jg
*
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