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LA Public Service Commission

VIA HAND DELIVERY

Mr. Brandon Frey
Executive Secretary
Louisiana Public Service Commission

Galvez Building, 12th Floor

602 North Fifth Street

Rouge, LA 70802

Re: PROPOSED CAPTION: In re: Report Concerning Winter Storms Uri

and Viola Maximum Generation Event lLPSC Docket No. X- )_

Dear Mr. Frey,

On behalf of Cleco Power LLC enclosed are one (1) original and three 5

(3) copies of its Report Concerning Winter Storms Uri and Viola Maximum Generation Event.

Cleco Power has proposed the above-rei"erenced caption for LPSC consideration. Please retain

the original and two (2) copies for your and return one (1) date-stamped copy of the to

us.

Cleco Power is making this pursuant to the terms Section ll(E) of the Monitoring
Plan established pursuant to the conditions of Commission Order No. U-34501, issued June 30,
2020. Pursuant to Section II(E)(4) of the Monitoring Plan, the LPSC is to establish a separate X

docket for the report for the particular maximum generation event at issue, and this report in

that X docket. Pursuant to Section lI(E)(5), notice of the shall be published in the next

available bulletin. In addition, pursuant to the Order and Monitoring Plan, Cleco Power is

serving a copy of the on the service list of LPSC Docket No. U-34501 as of July 1, 2020.

Lastly, because the report does not contain Highly Sensitive Protected Materials, Cleco Power is

not providing a proposed agreement as part of this (which would otherwise

be provided under Section II(E)(6) of the Monitoring Plan).
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Mr. Brandon Frey
May 14, 2021

Page 2

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

ma /2%
Nathan G. Huntwork

Counsel for Cleco Power LLC

NGH/cb

Enclosures

cc: Docket U-34501 Service List

Daniel T. Pancaino

Collin Buisson
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Mr. Brandon Frey
May 14, 2021

Page 3

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that I have this 14th day of May, 2021, served copies of the referenced

upon all known parties of this proceeding, by overnight courier delivery, hand delivery, or

by electronic mail.

l
Nathan G. Huntwork

LA Bar Roll No. 31789
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BEFORE THE

LOUISIANA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

CLECO POWER LLC,
EX PARTE

DOCKET NO. X-

IN RE: REPORT CONCERNING WINTER STORMS

URI AND VIOLA MAXIMUM GENERATION EVENT

Cleco Power LLC through undersigned counsel, hereby submits this

report concerning the February, 2021 Winter Storms Maximum Generation Event to the Staff of

the Louisiana Public Service Commission or the as required by Section

II(E) of the Monitoring Plan established pursuant to the conditions of Commission Order No. U-

34501, issued June 30, 2020, which provide, in pertinent part:

For each MISO Maximum Generation Event applicable to the

Cleco Power Local Balancing Authority that affects its operations, Cleco Power

shall with the Commission and publicly provide, with reasonable best effort,
subject to appropriate designations, a report containing the

following information:

A) An overview of the MaxGen Event

In February 2021, Cleco sewice territory experienced extreme and unprecedented

winter weather in the form of Winter Storms Uri and Viola. These storms resulted in damage to

Cleco distribution and transmission assets; electricity generation supply shortages; and

natural gas supply shortages and increased wholesale prices of natural gas in the United States,

primarily due to prolonged freezing temperatures. In response to these events, the Midcontinent

Independent System Operator, Inc. declared a MaxGen Event spanning February

15, 2021, at 3:00 P.M. CST until Febmary 19, 2021 at 10:00 A.M. CST. MISO declares MaxGen

Events when demand for power exceeds supply to such a degree that controlled outages are needed

in order to prevent a wider and more catastrophic blackout caused by system overload.
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description of the timing and duration of the MaxGen Event

On Febiuary 14, 2021, Winter Storm Uri reached Louisiana, resulting in power outages for

approximately 11,000 of Cleco electric customers located primarily in south Louisiana.

By February 17, 2021, power was restored to 100% of customers who could receive power. On

February 17, 2021, Winter Storm Viola reached Louisiana, resulting in power outages for

approximately 43,000 of Cleco Powe1"s electric customers located primarily in central and south

Louisiana. By February 22, 2021, power was restored to 100% of customers who could receive

power.

As noted above, MISO declared a MaxGen Event beginning at 3:00 P.M. CST on February

15, 2021, until 10:00 A.M. CST on February 19, 2021. On February 16, 2021, MISO

Cleco Power that extremely cold temperatures were causing an increase in demand for power,

which resulted in an overload of the power grid. These energy and capacity shortages necessitated

that MISO implement controlled outages in certain of its service areas. In response, and as

described further below, this notice from MISO required that Cleco Power curtail interruptible and

load for limited periods of time.

C) An explanation of the causes of the MaxGen Event

Due to the extreme freezing temperatures caused by Winter Storms Uri and Viola, the

demand for energy in MISO surged. Cleco Power was by MISO that this increase in

demand for energy resulted in an overload of the electric grid. To help protect the stability of the

electric grid and prevent prolonged and catastrophic outages, MISO instructed Cleco Power to

reduce demand by initiating periodic outages to customers in its service territory. The periodic

outages were minimal and suspended within one hour of initiation at the direction of MISO,

because the energy shortage was no longer threatening the reliability of the grid.
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Q The aggregate MW of Cleco planned generation outgti and transmission

outages during the MaxGen Event

The St. Mary Clean Energy Center was scheduled for a planned outage (February 7 28,

2021). However, the unit was placed into a forced outage in late January to resolve a mechanical

issue. The projected duration of the forced outage resulted in Cleco Power and Cabot Corporation

starting their respective planned outage activities early. The three days of Cleco

outage activities overlapped with three days (February 15-18) from the original planned

outage schedule. The Cabot facility did not complete its scheduled activities until Winter

Storms Uri and Viola. It should be noted that the St. Mary Clean Energy Center cannot operate

while the Cabot facility is shutdown, as the waste heat from facility is the fuel source for

the St. Mary Clean Energy Center.

The St. Mary Clean Energy Center generates 47 MW (ICAP) of capacity. The outage did

not contribute to reliability and/or deliverability problems during Winter Storms Uri and Viola.

The St. Mary Clean Energy Center returned to service on February 26, 2021.

E) The aggregate MW of Cleco forced (or unplanned) generation outages and

transmission outages during the MaxGen Event

Please see Attachment A to this for a detailed description of Cleco

generation outages during the MaxGen Event. Two of Cleco 138 kV transmission lines

experienced outages during the MaxGen Event:
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_l_?) The aggregate MW of Cleco Power interruptible customer load interrupted or curtailed

by Cleco Power during the MaxGen Event

Cleco Power curtailed a combined total of 12 MW of interruptible customer load to two

separate customers during the MaxGen Event.

G) The aggregate MW of Cleco Power customer load interrupted or curtailed bv Cleco

8' F"
-G. Expected

A. NAME/ LENGTH. D. CONTRIBUTED
returner

LOCATIONI OF LINE C. LEVEL SPECIFIC E. TIME SPAN TO
actual return

_
Feb 15, 2021 Actual

M59
Outage

A We fe"
6:39 to 14:25 No Feb 15, 2021

Morblhan miles on the line
(7 hrs 46 mins) 12:25

Downed
. . .

Feb 17, 2021 Actual
' 10346

Outage 9-15 to 11-19 No Feb 17 2021
Patoutvllle miles

Strrlilczetafue (2 hrs 4 mins) 11:19

Power during the MaxGen Event

Pursuant to load shed orders from MISO, Cleco Power curtailed load in an aggregate

amount of 1 53.2 MW during the MaxGen Event. Please see also Cleco response to LPSC

1-13 in the undocketed 2021 Winter Storm Event matter.

H) An explanation of any lessons learned and/or actions to take to minimize the likelihood of

a future MaxGen Event driven bv the same or similar causes

During Winter Storms Uri and Viola, Cleco Power worked with both MISO and the LPSC

to maintain and restore service as quickly as possible. Cleco Power continues to study the impacts

of Winter Storms Uri and Viola and will continue to analyze best practices for similar situations

in the future.
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